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Amendment, 2 1938

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SANITARY =~ CONDITIONS,

PERTH.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Whether in his opinion as
Minister for Health the uncleanly conditions
now prevailing in the city of Perth are likely
to create a serions outhreak of illness and
disease? 2, Whether in hiz opinion articles
of food intended for human econspmption
should be so exposed for sale and delivery as
to permit of their being fouled by the aec-
eumulztion of filth which threatens to over-
whelm tbe city of Perth?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-

plied: 1, Yes. 2, Na.
BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DURATION,
All Stages.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. H, P. Colebatch—East) [£.85]):
the request of Mr. Lovekin, I move—

That the Bill be mow introduced and
read = first time,

Question put and passed.
Bill intreduced and read a first time,

At

Second Reading.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.36] in
moving the second reading said: I deeply
regret the fate vof the Constitution Aet
Amendment Bill which was presented to
this House, but of course it i3 not for me to
question the wisdom of the decision of hon.
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members, Most of the provisions of that

Bill can be placed before theé House at a
future date, when members will have an op-
portunity, if they ses £it, of taking a
different vicw regarding the measure. But
there was one provision of that Bill which,

unless carried at omce, would be entlrely'
futile, That is the provision regarding the
duration of the Legislative Assembly. It i,
I understand, quite in order for thie House,
having rejected the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Bill, to pass, and transmit for the ap-
proval of another place, a Bill making pro-
vigion for the duration of the Legislative
Assembly. The provision made in that re-
speet by this Bill is identical with that which
was contained in one clause of the Bill which
it was found necessary to lay aside yester-
day because the requisite majority eouid not
be obtained. Regarding that particular
clause the opinion of members on all sides
of the House was so strongly favourable
that I do not think it necessary to say any-
thing more in support of this Bill. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Point of Order.

Hon, J. Cornell: I rise to a point of
order, I c¢laim that, under Standing Order
180, a Bill to amend the Counstitution must
emanate from another place, and must when
introduced into this Chamber bear upon its
face a certifieate from the Clerk of the As-
gsembly that such Bill has passed ita second
and third readings in the Assembly with the
concurrence of an absolute majority. I have
no desire to oppose the Bill, but I rise to
a point of order so that the posmun may be
absolutely clear.

The President: I do not think that the
point of order raized by the hon. member
will stend. This Bill is quite in order in
being introduced in this Chamber. My ruling
is that the Bill ig in order. I understand the
hon. member’s peint of order is that the
Bill cannot be introduced in the Council?

Hon. J. Cornell: Yes.

Hon. A, Lovekin: This Bill does not pro-

pose to amend the Constitution. It .only
affects procedure.
The President: Quite so. TUnless my

ruling is disagreed with there can be no
debate.

Debate resumed.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.39]: I of
course bow to your ruling, Mr, President. 1
was merely desirous of clearing np a doubt
in my mind. There are other points I could
raise, but I shall not do 50. I now desire to
offer a few remarks on the second reading
of the Bill. Yesterday evening, in speaking
on the second reading of the Constitution
Act Amendment Bill which has been laid
aside, I =said that this particular question
which is now before us was primarily a ques-
tien for the consideration of members of
another place, Tt is they who will probably
pay the penalty in the event of an appeal to
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the electors. We are now faced with the
unique position, unique in my experience
here, of having rejected a Bill which con-
tained a certain provision and them, within
18 hours of such rejection, finding another
Bill introduced for the purpose of enacting
one of the provisions contained in the re-
jected Bill. Though the first and second
readings of this Bill have been moved by
the leader of the House, it did not emanate
from any inspiration of his, He made his
position clear on the floor of this House.
The Bill has emanated from the latest ac-
quisition to this Chamber,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not make remarks of that nature. They
have nothing to do with the second reading
of the Bill. T ghall be glad if the hon. mem-
ber will continue his speech on the second
reading of the Bill and not refer to the con-
duct of other members.

Hen, J. CORNELL: I feel very strongly
that we should be called upon to enact this
necessary piece of Jegislation in such a
manner, when the objeet c¢ould have been
accomplished in a proper and reascnable
way. [ want to know what this Bill has
to do with the Legislative Couneil. I want
to know what attitude the Legislative Coun-
eil would take up if another place had the
temerity to say’ that the duration of mem-
bership of this House should be prolonged
or curtailed. I can imagine the ¢lamour
and tirade which would emanate from some
hon. members in sueh eircamstances. I re-
cognise that it is necessary to pass this Bill;
but I alse recognise that it was necessary
to pass certain pieces of legislation which
this Hounse decided not to pass when they
were coupled with the provision contained in
this Bill, T shall not detain the House fur-
ther than to say that this Bill does not re-
dound to the eredit of the Chamber, In the
words of our leader last evening, many
members of this Chamber, in the eyes of the
general public and even of their  electors,
will stand condemned by their own acts. I
understand that it is necessary that this
measure should obtain an ahsolute majority.
I would like the President’s ruling on that
point. I hold that this Bill proposes to make
additions to Section 21 of the Constitution
Act, Therefore T presume at least 16 mem-
hers must be in favour of the Bill on both
regdings. Then we shall see what we shall
sec. Membors may take their own view of
the matter, but T consider that their conduect
would have been more upright if they had
not created such a position as hag necessitated
the introduction of this Bill. The difficulty
could have heen overcome. Membera will
Bee the error of their ways. Having got rid
of the sword of Damocles in the shape of the
geldiers' vote, they are now proceeding to
legislate in the direction of shifting someone
else. What view would they take if another
place legislated for the curtailment of our
political lives?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.45]: I support the second reading. In
view of the observations of Mr. Cornell, it
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is only fair to explain my attitude towards
the Bill disposed of last night.

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member
cannot do that; the hon. member must speak
to the second reading of this Bill,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very well. No
member need have any hesitation in gup-
porting the Bill. We have had a full oppor-
tunify to consider the purport of the Bill
from observations and suggestions made by
the leader of the House a long time ago.
Indeed, he annownced at a very early stage
uf this session his intention to bring in such
a measure, If it had been brought in, in-
stead of the one we conmsidered yesterday, 1
have no hesitation in saying that it would
have reeeived the approval of every member,
In the Bill we considered yesterday, thera
were matters of a controversial character,
and it was the Minister’s desire that mem-
bers should give the measure the fullest pos-
gible consideration. We were unable to give
that proposal the fullest possible considera-
tion. The Bill we considered yesterday was
brought in at the eleventh hour and it con-
tained matters so controversial that, as a
protest, I voted against the measure, for I
did not have time to fully consider it.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[4.47]: I regret I did not hear the Minis-
ter's speech in moving the second reading
of this Bill. A remarkable position has
been created. In a very cavalier fashion
we bave recently disposed of a Bilt em-
bodying at least six amendments to the
Constitution, After the rejection of that
Bill, would it be competent to introduce
six different measures dealing with each
of those amendments during the present
session §  If we are justified in dealing
with one particular amendment, surely the
Government would be equally entitled to
introduee z separate Bill embodying the
other five and claim that it was not the
same Bill as had been rejected.

Hon. A, Sanderson: It would not be the
same,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Then these
matters can be dealt with two, three or
half a dozen times in the same session, so
long as there is some alteration of this
deseription. If this Bill is in order, Bills
might in future be introduced embodying
more than one amendment to the Conmstitu-
tion or dealing with any other matters and,
if one is dropped, the whole thing ean be
re-introduced. This is & new method by
which those who favour ome particular
phase of a Bill ean get their own way, In
future if members disapprove of something
in a Bill, they will only have to reject it
and then introduce another Bill containing
the part with which they agree. It is a
remarkable proecedure. On the second
reading I stated that T had no objection
to this principle because I considered it a
matter for the Legislative Assembly. Now
it appears that the Legislative Council is
taking the initiative. T cannot vote
against the measure, but I muat protest
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againgt the procedure of introducing such
a Bill after the same matter was rejected
yesterday and without too much cxpiana-
tion on the part of those who opposed it.
If the session were long enough, we could
deal with the other half dozen principles
in the same way by introducing separate
Bills on different days.

Hon. J. Cornell: Make the sessien long
enough. :

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: I was interested
in ome amendment uand more than 30
people in the State were interested in it,
It was an amendment vital to the com-
munity. We showed that the community
had suffered on account of the bad work-
manship in the present Constitution Aect;
vet that amendment was passed out with-
out any apology. Now we bave a matter
affecting just 50 men who happen to be in
a position to state their case and make a
noise, and a special Bill is introduced for
their convenience. I can quite understand
that the general community are getting
full of politicians. A start was made on
the Labour me2n; there was a set against
Labour men, State and Federal. Now this
has extended and politicians whether State
or Féderal nre gemerally discredited. The
gencral public will now be able to say that
the amendments.to the Coustitution which
they desired were rejected by the Couneil,
but that there was & twopenny-halfpenny
amendment in the Bill which affected
members of Parliament and lo, a special
Bill was introduced to meet their conveni-
ence. On the score of favouritism or
differentiation, the general public will be
able to make out an unanswerable case.
This Bill affects the convenience of 50
members of another place and we sec that
the attention thus given to their conveni-
ence quite meets with the approval of their
brother legislators. No wonder members
of Parliament generally are becoming adis-
credited and that people are losing con-
fidence particularly in State Parliaments.
T should like to know if the leader of the
Houge will introduce a Bill to amend the
household qgualification.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That would be out of
order.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: We have the
ruling of an hon. member, with at-least
three days’ experience, that such a Bill
would be out of order. Jf I require a
ruling, I know where to get it. Will the
leader of the House be prepared to intro-
duce such a Bill ¥ Since he has met the
wishes of the members of the Legislative
Assembly, will he meet the wishes of the
general community in regard to the other
matter ¥ I am soare the leader of the
House realises his responsibility to the
community as well as to & few members of
Parliament whose convenience we are con-
sidering now. I have nothing to say
against the principle of the Bill, but I
object to the procedure adopted of reject-
ing the measure yesterday, and now at-
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tempting to get one of the provisions by
means of this piecemeal process. One can-
not even say that the eyes of the Bill have
been picked out. This is merely the tail
of the Bill, Members objeeted to the head
and shoulders and now are giving speecial con-
sideration fo the tag end.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is usually where
the sting is.

Hon. H., MILLINGTON : And this tag
end will spon posscss the full dignity of an
Act of Parliament. It appears that we are
giving preferential treatment to those who
have an opportunity to state their case and
muke a noise whereag, those who undoubt-
cdly have just caunse, have no chance to
get their claims considered by the Council,
I shall have to support this mean, little
tag-end of 2 Bill

Hon. J. Lynn: Not nceessarily,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Yes, when I
agree to a thing, 1 stiek to it. This is a
matter for the Legisiative Assembly, I
am prepared to give them an opportunity
to deal with it, but T am justified in pro-
testing against the methods adopted to in-
troduce this caricature of an amendment
to the Conatitution.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
{4,57]: T shall vote for the second reading.
Like Mr. Millington, I recognise a friend
that was disposed of and kicked out of this
Chamber last night, In Committee, it is my
intention to move an amendment in the di-
rection of adding & new clavse. I admit
that the nmew eclause is taken from the Bill
that was slaughtered last night. I refer to
the proposal to confer the framchise upon
officers and apldiers who scrved in the war.

The PRESIDENT: I think the hou. mem-
ber would be more in order if he discussed
that clavse when he moves it in Committee.

Hon, J, CUNNINGHAM: It is only my
intention to ontline what I propose to do. I
think it only fair to let the House know
my intention. I am not afraid that the Rill
will not reach the Committee stage. Only a
few hours ago, there was a lively movement
afoot, not only in the lobbies but in this
Chamber, in connection with another matter.
On this occasion, the majority of the mem-
bers seem to be satisfied there will be no
difficulty in passing the second reading of
this Bill. T hope the good senss of members
will prevail and that I shall have the sup-
port of Mr. Lovekin, the newest acquisition
to the Chamber, in my proposed amendment.
We know he did not take a very prominent
part in the destruction of another Bill and,
so far he has heen silent on this Bill, No
doubt he will speak at a later stage and give
this House the benefit of his advice and also
the experience he has had in connection with
legislation of a similar nature, and where
Bills bave been destroyed in other Chambers
in other States of Australiz. It is my in-
tention to vote for the second reading of
the Bill and to move to amend it in Com-
mittee in the direetion I have indieated.
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Hon, A. LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)
[5.8]: I have come in for a good deal of

¢riticism in eonnection with thiz Bill, criti-
cism which I do not think T deserve. There-
fore, I desire to say a few words of explana-
tion. I Aid not give notice of my intention
to introduee this Bill yesterday to benefit,
as Mr. Millington says, 2 number of mem-
bers of Parliament. My object was for the
benefit and convenienee of the country. As
[ understand the practice of FParliament, it
is that n Bill onee having been disposed
of, a like Bil camnot be introdueed
in the same session. There is, however,
this cxception, that where two Bills of
like purport are concwrrently hefore the
Itonse it is optional for the House to
go on with whichever of the two it pleases.
Last night it was very patent to us ail that
the Constitution Act Amendment Bill which
wo had before ws would not be passed by
this House, and in order to save the situa-
tion, and having the interests and conveni-
enee of the State in view, I tabled a motion
for leave to introduce fhis particular Bill
g0 that before it was too late therc might
be two Bills practically of the same
purport concurrently before the THouse.
Then the House having rejected one, it was
competent for hon, menibers to go on with
the other. 1 assure hom, members that
course 1 took, although an unnsual one, was
entirely in what 1 eonceived to be the best
fnterests and for the convenience of the coun-
try.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. 1. P. Colebateh—FKast—in reply)
|5.5]: I sympathise with the remarks made
by the several hon. members who have
spoken. T admit that the proeedwrc is un-
usnal but it is by no means irregular, and
nnusual cireumstances demand unosual ae-
tion. It is very unusnal for this House, or
any other Chamber, to reject a Bill beeanse
objeetion is taken to onc or two clauses. I
quite agree it would have bgen better if the
elanses in the Constitation Bill to which
objection was taken had been altered or
thrown out. Hewegver, the Bill was lost, and
the method now adopted is the only one by
whieh the clause relating to the duration of
the life of the Legislative Assembly can be
earricd into effect. 1t is sugpested that the
Legislative Assembly might fake exception
to thc Couneil initiating a matter of this
kind. The Council did not initiate this mat-
ter; it was initiated in another place, but it
iz not at the present stage competent for an-
other place to revive it on its own initiative.
Unless we move in this direction, what is de-
gited eannot be earried into effect. As Mr,
Lovekin has pointed out this is not for the
purpose of convenieneing members of the As-
sembly, it is a matter of restoring order in
Parlinmentary progedure and to convenicnaoe
the country. Mr. Millington asked me if I was
prepared to introduee another Bill covering
household franchise, I tell the hon. mem-
ber that T will do it at once if he will assure
me a majority to enable me to carry it into
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effeet. Without that majority it would |
futile to aftempt to do it. [ do not thin
however, it is any use banging one’s he:
against a stonme wall, Sueh a Bill will 1
introduced at a future date, but it wonld 1
hopcless to submit it now.

The PRESIDENT: T will agk hon. men
bers to raise their voices when I put tl
question g0 that I 1may bear distinet!
whether there is any opposition to the Bil
It T do not hear any ‘“noes’’ I shall decla
the Bill carried onanimously and by an al
solute majority.

Question put.

The PRESTDENT: I declare the szeeon
reading of the Bill earried unanimously an
by more than an absolute majority of thi
Couneil,

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Cowmmittee.
Hon., J. P. Allen in the Chair; the Min
ister for Education in charge of the Bill

Clauges 1, 2—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: T move—

That the following unew elause be addes
to the Bill to stand as Clause 3:—See
tion 15 of the Constitution Aet Amend
ment Aet, 1849, is hereby amended by in
serting the foilowing words ‘any persor
who was appointed an offiecer or enlisted a:
a member of His Majesty’s Naval o
Military Forces or the Navel or Military
Forees of the Commonwealth, and served
in such I'orces in the recent war, and has
regided in the electoral provinee for which
he elaims to be registered for a continnowns
period of one month immediately preeed-
ing his claim.” *?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in erder. The new elause the hon. mem-
ber desires to insist is not relevant to the
subjeet matter of the RBill and therefore T
cannot aceept it.

. Hon. T. CUNNINGHAM:

18

The position

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not question the ruling of the Chair,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T have no in-
tention of doing that. 1 merely want some
advice, in order that 1 may-be able to get
the matter before the House. Will it be
neeessary for me to follow the course adopted
by Mr. Lovekin and introduee this proposal
in o separate Bill?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must ask the President for a ruling on that

guestion. It is not competent for me to dis-
cuss it.,
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Then the

course to be followed is for me to get into
touch with the President and ask his ad-
vice?
The CITAIRMAN: That is the position.
Hon. J. CORNELL rose.
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The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member can-
not discuss the ruling of the Chair, If he
takes exception to it he must do so in writ-
ing.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then 1 will move
Mr. Chairman that your ruling be disagreed
with.

The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member will
bave to put it in writing.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, I will withdraw
it and move it perhaps at a later stage.

Title:

The CHATRMAN:
the title be agreed to,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: T wish to
amend the title so as to make it read ‘‘an
Act to amend the Constitution Aet, 1899,
and to determine the duration of the Legis-
lative Assembly.'’

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in moving an amendment to the
title of the Bill, unless an amendment made
to the Bill itself has rendered an alteration
of the title nceessary. The Bill before the
Committee has not been amended.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: T realise that
the object we have in view is 2 most laud-
able one, and I am asking for assistance
from the Chair. )

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must sebmit his request to the President
when the Bill is reported. The hon. mem-
ber ¢annot raise any question at this stage.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I thank yon,

Title—agreed to.

The question is that

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

That the report be adopted.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I submit that the
Biil as agreed to in Committee is not in con-
formity with Standing Order 173, which
reads—

The title of a Bill ghall eoincide with
the order of leave, and n¢ clause shall be
inserted in any such Bill foreign to its
title.

Clause 2 amenda the Constitution, but there
is nothing in the title to say that it amends
it.

The PREJIDENT: The Bill is in aceord-
ance with the order of leave.

Hon. .J, CORNELL: Is Clause 2 foreign
to the Title?

The PRESIDENT: In my opinion Clauge
2 definitely expresses the objeet of the Title.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON : SBeeing that this
iz an amendment of the Constitution, should
that not be zet out in the Title?

The PRESIDENT: Not neeessarily.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Therefore we
can have an amendment of the Constitution
without its being contained in the Title.

The PRESIDENT: Quite so.
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Questioi
adopted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H. P. Colebatch) [5.16]: I move—
That the Bill be row read a third time.
Question put.
The PRESIDENT: I declare the third

reading ecarried unanitmously, and by more
than an absolute majority of the Chamber.

Bill transmitted to the Assembly.

put and passed; the report

BILLS (2)—FIRST READINGS,
1, Roads Closure,
2, Ajana-Geraldine Railway.
Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Assembly’s Message,

Message received from the Assembly noti
fying that it had agreed to make the Coun-
cil’s amendments Nes. 1, 2, ¢, 5, 6, 7, §,
and had agreed to No. 3 subject to the modi-
fication set forth in the schedule to the
Megsage.

B1T.L.—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Assembly’s Message.

Message veceived from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Couneil. ‘

BILL—YERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fring that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Council.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Droving Act Amendment.
2, Fruit Cases.

Returned from
amendment,

the Assembly’ without

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Becond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

The HONQORARY MINISTER (Hon.
C. P. Baxter—East—in reply) [5.22]:
There has been a good deal of eriticism of
the Bill, but it is gratifying to find that
apparently it is recognised by hon. members
that the Industries Assistance Board has been
earried on-in a business-like manner, I say
that beeause the board has not bheen ecriti-
cised by any member of the Chamber.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is rather sharp prae-
tice.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 think
the Government should feel gratified at this
proof of- the eflicient management of the
board. Mr. Lynn asked whether the Audi-
tor General’s report on the report and bal-
ance-sheet of the Industries Assistance Board
had yet boon received. On making inquiries
I find it has been in the hands of the man-
agement for a little time. It contains a few
queries, but nothing derogatory te the board.
The hon. member also remarked that Wills &
Co.’8 account of £77,000 had been purchased
at £22,000, while the board had taken over
from the State Implement Works an account
for which it paid 20s. in the pound, The
two cases are very different., The hon, mem-
ber, no doubt, was under the impression that
Wills & Co. were not being treated as well
ag they might have been, and that the State
Implement Works were receiving preferential
treatment. That iz not so. The debts taken
over from Wills & Co. would cover the supply
of goods and other eommodities outside ma-
ehinery, whareas the whole of the debts
taken over from the State Implement Works
represent machinery, and in consequence the
board, in taking over those debts, would
have assets worth 20s. in the pound. Such,
however, is not the case in respect to the
debts taken over from George Wills & Co.,
only a small portion of which represent ma-
chinery or other relatively permanent assets.
Moreover, & number of sgettlers who con-
tracted debts with Willa & Co. and other
merchants have left their farms in the mean-
time, and so their share of the debts taken
over is uneollectable. ‘

BRon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: What became
of their implements and other assets?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
would have been taken over by the board.

Hon, & J, G0 W. Miles: Do you eharge
the farmer 20s. in the pound on the fult
amount he owed Wills & Co.?

The HONORARY MINISTER :
certainly.

Hon, J. Ewing:
that from himf¥

The HONORARY MINISTER :
Industries Agsgistance Board could not collect
the whole of the amounts, because many of
the settlers are no longer on the board. If
there is a surplus the scttler will get it.
Other hon. members have inquired whether
the value of the assets are there, I can
assnre those hon. members that the assets
are therc. The board went thorcughly into
the question before purchasing, and made
certain that the assets were there.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Then George Wills &
Co. made a bad deal

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is one
of the risks of trading. Mr. Mills made
certain remarks which he could not substan-
tiate. I will not deal with them beyond say-
ing it is hardly fair for him to charge reput-
able firms with adopting such tactics. 1In
any case the board would have opportunity
for making inquiries and finding out whether
the accounts had been loaded, as suggested.
One statement made by the hon. member I

Yes,

Ara you going to take

wmust take exception to, beecause it might

The
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mislead others, He said the life of ordinary
farming machinery was five years.

Hon. J, Mills: I said the life of certair
machines, .

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do noel
care what machine the hon. mewmber has ir
mind, unless it be in the hands of &
very careless person its life, at shortest
should be 12 years.

Hon. J, Mills: Nonsense!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I car
point to the most delieate farming machin
ery which has been in use for from 27 ic
30 years.

Hon. J. Mills: Ploughs!

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I am
referring to rcapers and binders. I do nol
want to lead hon. members astray. Most of
the machinery included in this purchase would
be five years old.

Hon. J. Mills:
wot, -

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
may be isolated cases where the machinery
has only lasted five years. If a man gets on
to the sent of one of these machines and
drives straight nbead and lots it go to picces,
it certainly will not last longer than that
time. A

Hon. J. Mills: I did not say the whole of
the machinery only lusted five years.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member said that some of it only lasted five
years.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask hon. mem-
bers not to interject. There is ample oppor
tanity for arguing the question in Committee.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 'The hon
member said that the late Minister for
Industries (Mr. Robingon) had made biun-
ders in making these purchases. Mr. Robin
son acted on the advice of the Industries
Agsistance Board. 'This is a board of com
petent gentlemen, and Y think hon. members
admit that they are doing good work in the
administration of that board. At all events
np great mistakes on their part have yet
come to light,

Hon. J. Mills: I have every confidence in
the board, but more in the Minister.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 have
just stated that the board recommended the
Minister to purchase these debts. If the

And all of it cut in the

.hon. member has confidence in the board he

mugt have confidence in the deal that has
been carried out. Mr. Sanderson referred to
the proposed amendment last year, and
gtated that this Act should only be in force
until November 30th. That would be futile,
We conld not balanee under this Act until
the end of March, when the harvest will be
completed. That is the omly date on which
an Act of this kind ean expire, as a bnsi-
ness proposition. The hon. member drew at-
tention to a discrepancy in the return of
wheat for the years 1915-16 and 1918-19,
Hon, A, Sanderson: Not a discrepaney;

“it iz a falling off.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
take it in that way. We are now living
nnder different conditions to those which ap-
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pertained in 1915-18. 1In that year we re-
alized a erop of four million bushels, but
in 1918-19 one of only a little over half that
quapntity. The total area under erop in the
State in 1015-16 was over two million aeres,
and in 1918-19 it wag only 114 million acres.
The year 1915-16 was a reeord year for this
Btate. It followed on a drought year. With
the assistance given by the Government and
the prospects abead of a good season cvery
rere that was available was sown by the far-
mers, We had a good harvest that year,
with the result that we had a good retorn of
wheat. As a matier of faet, the State aver-
age for 1915-16 was 10.52 bushels to -the
acre. In 1918-19 when we only had 134 mil-
lion acres under crop, our average was down
That shows how the difference is
made up. [ am not giving this information
in a criticising spirit at all. The hon, mem-
her also stated that the Industrics Assistance
Board had paid out of loan funds for Agri-
cultural Bank interest £240,000, aud for land
rents £250,000, He stated that this was mis-
lending and irregular. The hon. member is
wrong in taking that stand. Thesc amounts
were paid by the Industries Assistance
Board out of moneys advanced frem Govern-
ment loans under the authority of Parlia-
ment, Under the Land Act all rents had to
ba paid or the land would be forfeited. I
have yet to learn that any of the farming
community who have availed themsclves of
the Industries Assistance HBoard protection
and assistance are in any way opposed to the
payment of these rents. In return the Gov-
erpment were paid interest by these favmers
on the money advanced to them. to znable
them to pay their rents and Agrienltneal
Bank intevest. Mr. Greig said ihat the Gov-
crnment gave preference o merchants over
loeil storekeepers. I would not like to be a
Minister trying to pilot a Bill through this
Chamber if the Government purchased the
assety of the loeal storekeepers in the coun-
try. These are debts which in most instances
carry no assets, and mo Government would
have anything to do with them. [ sympa.
thise with the ecountry storekeepur. Ho hag
had a hard time, but the Government are
working on business lines, They are pur-
chasing debts of machinery firms which have
asseta to warrant that purchas: being made,
but canmot purchase the debts of the Iocal
storekeepers where there are no assets in ex-
istence. The hon. member opposes Clause
4. He said that the same power js songht as
was sought in previons years. I agree, and
will go further and say that some few
years back T opposed this very amendment
iysclf, but under entirely different con-
ditions from those whieh hold good to-day.
At that time we had the protection of the
moratorium and the Postponement of Dehts
Act. That will expire at the end of Decem-
ber, and the Government have no intention
of rc-enaciing it. Tf these free assets of the
farmer are not taken over in this way he
will be the onc to suffer most, inasmuch as
the ereditors will certainly take the oppor-
tunity of enforcing the payment of the
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maney due te them, The result will be that
these farmers wonld find that their assets
would Dbe taken away, their machinery and
their horses, which were free, and these
would be sold at a sperifice no doubt, which
would hamper them in their subsequent
operations. T hopc the hon. member will
look at the matter from that point of view,
Furtherinore, this system will protect the
creditors, inasmuch as if there are
any farmers who (esire to abandon
their properties they will be unable to do
so and dispose of the assets if the Indus-
iries Assistanec Bonrd holds a movegage
over such properties. 1f they are aband-
oned the Judustries Assistunce Board will
dispose of the assets and the creditors will
profit in their disposal. Mr. Kirwan re-
ferred to the interest charged to settlers,
His query was as to whether the Govern-
ment were losing woney or not. The hon.
member is very carcful to see that the
Government are not losing moucy. The
moncys which have been Dorrowed to ad-
vanee nnder this Act have cost the Gevern-
ment on the nverage 5.3 per cent., and the

interest charged to the settler for that
money is seven per cent. Several hon,
nembers have expressed the opinion that

this Act should tease. I trust these are in
the minority. ‘The Industries Assistance
Board has doue good and useful work.
Had it not been for the Act and for the
assistance given by the Government our
farmers would have been forced off their
holdings. All the land in which Govern-
ment money was invested per medium of
the Agricultural Bank wonld have gone
back 10 its old state, just as in the case of
many other holdings which have been
abandoned, Timber would have grown
almost as high upen it as it was before
settlement took place,

TTon. Sir E. H. Wiitenoom:
900 farms xbandoned?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
opens up a question upou which hon, mem-
bers mway desive some information. Many
tarms were selected by people who had no
knowledge of the conditions, In some cases
these were too small in area, and in other

Why were

cases the land was toe poor, whilst in
others the settlers failed to get an
adequate water supply. Further, there

wns freguently trouble with poison plant.
Many of the farms were vacated becausc
of lack of experience on the part of the
settler.

Hon, J. Ewing: Ard want of a railway.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Cer-
tainly, a number of persons were affected
hecanse of the want of a railway. That
fanlt can be traced back to the system of
allowing persons to select land over a wide
area.

Honr. J. Bwing: With the promise of a
railway.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I be-
lieve railways were promised. It is un-
fortunate that people were forced off their-
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land. Somg how. members want informa-
tion in regard to the purchase of these
debts. 'The debts of the International Har
vester Co, and of Harris Scarfe have been
purchused, but those of Wills & Co. have
not been purchased and this will nat be
done without the authority of Parlinment.
The debts due to Wills & Co. amount to
477,000, nnd they have been offered to the
Government for £22,000, and the Govern-
ment know that they have assets of that
value, i

“Hon, Sir E. Wittenpom: Have the
board recommended that purchase ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes
Under that purchase auny amount ovVer and
above the £22,000, that is after the depart-
ment have hcen reconped, will be dis-
gributed amengst the settlers  who have
contributed to the reduction ot the debt.

Hon. J. Mills: There is no fear of that.

The HONORARY MINIRTER: That is
go, but it docs not apply in the other two
ases, '

Hon. J. Bwing:

The BONORARY MINISTER: All the
settlers who were indebted to these two
firms are cnjoying the benefit of paying
a lower rate of interest. The debts which
nave been purchased will earry 8 five per
eent. interest, and that is all the farmers
will be debited with. They are thus saving
three per eent. intevest, which will be very
profitable for them. The Tndustries Assist-
ance Board have heen instrnmental in
saving two per cent. interest because it is
always enstomary with machipery firms to
charge ten per eent, jnterest on all out-
standing smounts. The Industries Assist-
ance Board bave sccured 2 reduetion in
that interest rate to cight per cent, and
under the present system of purchase this
interest will be further reduced to five per

cent.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

Why not ?

In Commitiee.
Hon, T. T. Allen in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to acguire machinery, ete,
for the purposes of the Act:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What is the nced
in this clause for the worids ‘‘and shall he
deomed to have had autherity to purchase’'?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They are
beeanse of purchases which have

necessary
already Teen made,
Hon. A. SANDERSON: That means that

lins heen spent withont Parlia-
mentary sanetion. Is this likely to oceur
agnin?  What was the renson for spending
the money without Parliamentary authority
1 move an amendment— ‘ )
That the words ¢nnd shall be deemed to
have had authority to purchase’’ be struck
out.

the money

amendment will not be carrvied.

[COUNTTL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope the
I have bum
perfeetly candid with the Committee, and [
o not know that I have much more informa-
tion to give. 'These purehases were effeetod
during Mr. Robinson’s time, when T wag 2
member of the Government; but T had ne
knowtedge of them until reeently.  They
are beneficial purchases from the point of
view of the Industrics Assistance Board.

Hon. A. Sanderson: What is the amount
involved?

The HONORARY MINISTER: From the
International Harvester Co. debts awmounting
bo £25800 were purchased for £8,700, and
irom Ilarris, Searfe & Co. debts amounting
to £18,581 were purchased for £7,000. ‘

MHon. 8ir B, M. WITTENOOM: Whilst
guite wedded to the view that Ministers
shond not spend moncy without the authority
of Parliament, I recognise that there are
times when Ministers in their representative
capacities may find it expedient, in the in-
terests of the country, net to delay if they
gec o good opportunity of doing a stroke
of business The historie purchase of Suez
Uanal shares by Tord Beaconsfield is a ease
in point. Ministers would not be fit for
their positions if they were not prepared to
tuke such responsibilities.

Hon, J. A, GREIG: On prinieple I disagree
with the expenditure of moncy except under
Parliamentary sanction, but this was an ex-
ceptional ease, and the Government were

. perfectly justified in the action they took.

The machinery had been sold under hire prr-
¢hase agreements; and under those agree.
ments the Arms contd take the wmachinery
hack, and they were doing so, and they actu-
ally had done so to the extent of thonsands
of pounds, After the rcmoval of the mach-
inery, the clients of the Industries Assistance
Board had no hope of making gooil. The
board eould bave bought new machinery and
supplied it to their elients. They had either
ty do that, or else buy the bad debts which
the machinery firms were prepared to sell
at so many shillings in the pound. T think
the Committee should pass the eclause as

printed.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: T presume Sir
Hdward Wittenoom’s reference to liord

Beaconsficld’s purehase of the Suez Canal
shares was a joke. If we pass this clause
without a very strong protest, we are sim-
ply eommitting - ourselves to what is going
on. THon. members have the Auditor Geu-
cral’s protest ngainst this business in the
report on the Tahble. If it is necessary for
n Minister to spend money without parlia-
mentary sanction, the matter should be
treated as a very scrious one and immediate
steps should be taken to place it before Par-
liament, instead of delaying to the very end
of the secssion, when Ministers know every-
one wants to get away, so that little notice
is likely to be taken even of iniquities in
the spending of public money. I want to
devise some means by which we will compel
the Government to Lring down their Bills
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and their aceounts in the early days of the
session.

Hou. 8ir E. H. Wittencom: That is right.

Hon. A, SBANDERSON: But we have tried
to do it, and no notice has heen taken of our
efforts, On the score of ceonomy, the report
of the Industries Asgistance Beard, denling
with a couple of millions of pounds, ig not
printed: the saving represents a ten-pounr
note. [t is heeoming almost parlinmentary
to spend public mouner, and then ask for
parlizmentary authority.

Hon. J. W, KITRWAN: I should have liked
the Minister to he move clear regarding this
clause. Under the parent Aet the Tndustries
Asgistanee Boord have full power to pur-
chage machinery.

The ILONORARY MINISTER: T regret
to say that T have heem wnder the wrong
impression that we are dealing with Clause
#. The whole of the discussion has heen on
the subject matfer of Clause 3.

Houn, .J, W, KIRWAW: T fail to seec why
Clange 2 should be ineluded in the Bill at all,
secing that the parent Act clearly gives the
hoard power to purchase machinery, T take
it the only question is whether the heard
have power to purchase machinery which is
the subjoct of existing hire purchase agree-
ments. T can find no reason for the inclu-
gion of the words which Mr. Sanderson de-
sires to strike out, unless it he that possibly
the board have purchased some of this
machinery beliecving they had power to pwr-
chase it, and have subscquently, discovered
that they had not that power.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Somec 214
vears ago the board entered into an arrange-
ment whereby machinery firms could sell
ntaehinery to assisted settlers under hire pur-
chase agreement and he protected by the
board, The hoard now desire to purchase
the rights of the machinery firms in that
machinery, whieh rights exteud over two,
three, or possibly four years’ payments. The
hoard have not yet purchased those rights.
I regret that [ mistook the
vionsly.

Hon. J. W, RKIRWAN: If the purchase
has not been effected, there can be no ohject
. in retaining the words. Has the Minister
any information as to the extent of the pur-
chasef

The Honorary Minister: No.

Hon. T. W. KIRWAN: I am inclined to
vote for the amendment as a protest against
this sort of thing,

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: I hkave been
waiting for a vigorous protest by advocates
of constitutional practice. An Aet that
woulil he sufficient to put a Labour Govern-
ment out of office is not only condoned but
commended.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. H., MILLINGTON: Sir Edward
Wittenoom takes the view that because this
illegal practice will turn out all right, there
is uothing more to be said,

Hon. 8ir B, H. Wittenoom: No, T said it
might he expedient.

position pre- -
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Hon. H, MILLINGTON: In times past
such procedure was considered a very scrious
offence. he inelusion of the words implies.
that something has been done, They auth-
orise the validation of an illegal aet; other-
wise the Minister eannot take exception to
the amendment. Apparently the board have
purehased the machinery subject to hire pur-
chase agreements; in other words they have,
without aothority, purchased sceoud-hand
machinery. The Minister should state de-
finitely whather sueh is the vase.

Hon. J. NICAOLSON: T think Mr. Mil-
lington's surmise iz correet and that the
Mintster wants this power in both Clauses 2
andl 3. 1 protest agoinst the Government
comniitting these aets without giving us an
opportunity to say yea or nay, It is obvious
from the Minister’s statement that transac-
tions have been carvied out, and we are here
simply to ratify the bargain without baving
had an oppovtunity to say whether we wounld
have agreed to it in the first instance. This
clause is necessary, in nddition to the power
given mmdor Section 9 of the Act, to safe-
guanl the Government in transactions which
have heen earried out. Having voiced tny
protest, T shall oppose the amendment.

Hon, J. J. FOLMES: It is possible that
o tremendous lot of machinery has been por-
chased.

ton. JJ. Corneli:
valve of the assefs.

Hon. J. JJ, HOLMES: Unless the Minis-
ter ean tell ns to what extent the country
will he cowmitted, it is unreasonable to ask
tor this rvatification of the board’s pur-
vhases. We shotld hotd up the elause until
the infermation is given. Tf£ the Minister
said frankly that ratifieation was required
of the act of some other Minister for whieh
he was not respounstble, T should take a dif-
ferent view. Before we ratify the act of any
Minister we ave entitled to know the amount
of money invelved. .

Hon. A, SBANDERSON: Tf I can obtain
sufficient support, I shall push the amend-
ment to a division. At a time when the Gov-
ernment are launching out with seldier set-
tlement sehemes invelving millions of money
we should elearly indicate tc the Govern-
ment that they must deal with public ae-
counts with the greatest possible care. [
could quote a dozen referenses from the ve-
port of the Auditor Geuneral to justify my
econtention, We have protested dozens of
times and not the slightest notice has been
taken of our protests. Tast venr the Tlon-
nrary Minister told Mr. Mills that if he had
charge of the wheat scheme duving the com-
ing year, an early start would be made with
these matters. Nothing of the sort has heen
done. I do not suggest that he wilfully
evaded his promise,

The Flongrary Minister:
to us from another place.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Minister
and his colleagues should keep within the
straight and narrow path. There is no ques-
tion of a persenal attaek or an attack om
this scheme. If we pass the amendment we

We do unot know the

This RBill ecame
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shall be able to get an opinion from our
wateh dog, the Auditor General, as to what
hag been going on. In conncetion with the
£190,000 insuranee money, we had a speeific
pledge by the Government that this sum
shonld be set aside for a specific purpose,
and the Auditer General says this money
was used in other directions. The effeet of
the amendment will be that T shall have to
wait until next year to get the Auditor Gen-
cral’s reference to this matter, just as last
year I had to wait 12 months to track the
£8,000 in connection with the jam factory.

Sitting ..'\-nspmrdccl from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, A SANDERSON: I have had the ad-
vantage of looking up the report of the
Tudustrics Assistance Roard which was re-
cently presented to us and T ean give the
Committec some information, The amount
involved during the last twelve months was
£65,000, I am dealing with implements and
machinery, and T have further verified this
by looking up the original Aet, and T find
that the Board has power already to puw-
chase implements.  They thercfore do not
vequire any authority from this Houwse. Tt
zeems to me that whether we pass the amend-
ment or not it should net have the stightest
effect on the policy of members of the Board.
Unless we are told the exnet amount that we
are dealing with I will not be a party to
ratifying anything. TIf we strike ouwt the
words referred to from the clanse it will be
an indication that this House is not prepared
to give earte blanche to Ministers as appar-
catly they think they have.

Hon. T. A. GREIG: Tt seems to me that
this clanse has been put in becanse probably
the Minister has been in doubt as te whether
what he has done lias been done constitution-
ally, Personally T think the Minister was
quite right in purchasing this machinery.
The principal Act gives the Minister power

to supply applicants or to cause them to be

supplied with implements, machinery, ete. T
presume  when the Minister cansed these
people to be supplied with machinery the
firms had already supplied machinery on the
hire purchase system. The Minister then
stepped in and said, ‘‘T will purchase it at
a0 many shillings in the pound,’’ The Minis-
ter acted in accordance with the law in what
he did, but evidently his aetion has been
challenged, and so that therc shall be no
mistake about it hc puts this clanse in the
Bill,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thc posi-
tion is that on some farms which have been
abandonerd there is machinery on which a
considerable sum of money has been paid
by the settier, and the Government, instead
of agrecing to the machinery merchants tak-
ing back the particular implements, pays the
halance due on them, and passes the machin-
ery on to another settler. The elaunse as it
appears in the Bill is very nceessary to
legalise the purchases which have been made
and also to deal with a few cascs which may
arise in th% future.

[COUNCIL.

Hon, I, W, Kirwan: Can the Minister give
any idea of the amount of the unauthorised
expenditure?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is very
difficult to give any idea of the amovunt in-
volved. Tt is mevely a matter of traunsfer.

Hou. A. SANDERSON: If hon. members
think thia point is not worth discussing, [
ean assure them that so far as my investi-
gations go they are mistaken. I would ask
hon, members to remember the statement
made by the Minister this afternoon, and the
gtatement made by him this evening, that he
lopes to sec the Board permanently catab-
lished.

The Honorary Minister: I did not say so.

Hou. A, SANDERSON: I am very glad to
hear it. I ecertainly got that impression.
Whether he does or not, we are going step
by step in the direction of permanently estab-
lishing this Board, and unless we tie up this
thing as tightly as we ean, and indicate to
the Minister that we require the strictest
acconnts of all these things, and at the earli-
¢st opportunity, we shall have this a perma-
nent affair whether we like it or net. T do
not intend to press the amendment.

Hou. J. CORNELL: I have been waiting
patiently to vote for the mmendment, and
now T understani the hon, member will not
press it.

Ton. A. Sawderson: T will not speak any
more on it.

Hon, .J, CORNELL: It is time this Coun-
¢il took definite netion. The Minister has said
that the greater portion of the expenditure
wag authorised two and a half years ago.
Why was not the Aet amended then to pro-
vide for the expenditure instead of asking
the House to rvatify it now. Another method
is to bring down a validating Bill and by
means of a schedule let members know exaetly
where they stand. We shounld then know
whether or not the expenditure wag justified.
T think the sooner the Tndustries Assistance
Board is turned into a trading concern and
brought under the State Trading Concerns
Act, the better. The Government cannot tell
ns when the operations of the board arc to
cease. Bxpenditure ineurred by the board
shonld be incurred in accordanee with con-
stitutional mecthods. Probably next session
some new departure from those methods will
be discovercd, and another validating Bill
will be required.

Hen. Bir E. H, WITTENOOM: During the
disenssion two outstanding questions have
been raised, namely, lhow much money was
spent and when wns it spent? Tach speaker
has asked for that information. So far the
Honorary Minister has not given it to us.

The Honorary Minister: I have not got
the information.

Hon. Sir B. H. WITTENOOM: Well, the
Henorary Minister should report progress
until the information is avnilable, or nlterna-
tively, go to a division and ltose the elause,

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES: T intend to sup-
port the amendment, unless the Minister can
give us the necessary information. He would
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be well advised to accept the suggestion made
by Sir Edward Wittenoom,

Hon. H. CARSON: I hope the clanse wilt
be agreed to as it stands. The Minister has
clearly set out the position. The clause will
validate the payments already made and pro-
vide for the taking over of further debta.

Hon, H. STEWART: In spite of the two

questions instanced by Sir Edward Wit
tenoom, there is another aspect of the posi-
tion, which weakens the necessity for getting
the information asked for, TUnder See-
tion 9 of the prineipal Act the inten-
tion of Parliament was to give autbority
to the board to purchase machinery and
"implements for the settler. The board, in
supplying machinery and implements, hag
been faced with certain peculiar econ-
ditions. Some scttlers, who had already
made certain payments on their machinery,
afterwards left their farms. What was to
be done with their machinery?  The board
turned it over to eother more reliable
clients. In other instances the board pro-
vided machinery by making arrangements
with eertain firngs to supply it on the hire
purchase system? Undoubtedly the board
kad power to purchase imploments and
machinery for the settlers. Now the irregu-
lavities invoived in the hire purchase sys-
tent have cropped up, and the clauwse is to
deal with the exceptional condition which
has arisen. ‘

Heon, A, J. H. SAW : The greater in-
clondes the lesser, The provisions of the
Act give the board the power to supply
implements and machinery, and undoubt-
edly, had it been thought of, power would
have been given to purchase that machi-
nery on the hire purchase system. Whilgt
T intend to support the Goverfiment on this
clause, I reserve discrction in respect of
another clauge,

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: The clanse rve-
lateg to machinery only, and is necessary
because the hoard in their denlings have
taken over second-hand machinery subjeect
to hire purchase agreements. Tf this is
not the ecase, there is no reason for the
clanse. We have not had mueh assistance
from that quarter to whieh we are entitled
to look for it. Seeing that it is Clause 3
which is really the erax of the Bill, I am
prepared to support Clause 2.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON : The Aet gives
power to the board to supply applicants
with machinery and implements. The
board has supplicd machinery and imple-
ments, presumably through the State Im-
ptement Works, but, owing to & change of
conditions, the position now is that the
bonrd s taking over certain hire purchase
agrecements for machinery, and in erder to
do this it must have the power to purehase.
The power given in Section 9 is merely to
supply. In view of the arrangements made
to purchase machinery subjeet to hire pur-
chase agreements, as well as take over the
debts of certain farmers, it is cvident the
power provided in the elause should be
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given. We are entitled to information as
to the amount involved, but I think there
is o misconeeption in the mind of the Hou-
orary Minister as to the full purport of
the meaning of the clause. The object of
the clause is to give power to purchase, I
think the Honorary Minister has been
under a misapprehension in the matter of
the maehinery which would be supplied,
All that hon, members are concerned about
is the amount involved in the purchase of
the machinery. Tt was the custom in the
past to supply machinery from the State
Implement Works, but provision is now
made to purchnse machinery. There is a
doubt as to whether the word ‘‘supply’’
alse gives power to purchase, 1 cannot see
that there is more involved than the actunal
purchase that the Monorary Minister has
told us of, that is, the purchase from the
Tnternational Harvester Co., Messrs. Harris,
Scarfe & Co., and, T think it is also con-
templated, from Messrs, Wills & Co. 1t is
of importance to see that this power is
given, If we arc simply left with the
power to sapply we should not bo able to
tuke over the rights of property in this
particular machinery.

Hon. 7. J. HOLMES: This Housc is not
responsible for the position in which the
Honorary Minister finds himgelf. .

The Honorary Ministor: The position is
all right.

Hon. 7, J. HOLMES: The position ia
that these words ‘‘shall be deemed to have
had anthority to purchase’’ in effeet repre-
sent a validating clause. If the purchase
or trangfer of machinery were made from
nne pergon to another the amount should
Bbe known to someonc. 1f someong¢ has this
informatioh we are entitled also to have i
Tn this Bill we are asked to sign a blank

cheque. 1 cannot exenge the Honorary
Minister from all hlame in this matter,
e finds that o previons Minister has
anthorised the transfer of machinery for
whieh he had noe legal autherity. All fhe
information T want is as to the amount
involved.

Hon. J. MILLS: During the war
machinery 1nerchants were - not anxious

to supply machinery, unless they did so with
the approval either of the bank ot the beard.
Many farms have been abandoned and the
machinery left there after one or two instal-
ments have been paid, and the bank or the
board are eommitted to these. They have
had either to take them over or allow them
ta revert to the machinery merchants under
the hire-purehase agreement system. In
eases where they could make transfers to
other persons who required the maehinery
this was done. T intend to support the

clavse.
Amendment put and negatived.
Hon, V. TAMERSLEY: T wish to draw

attention to the wording of the first line of
this clause, which reads, ‘*Tn the excreise of
the power eonferred by the board.”? I think
the word ‘‘by’’ should be struek out and
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the word “*on’’ inserfed in lien; or else the
words should be ‘‘by the principal Act.’’
Fower is st eonferred by the board, but by
Parliament, to supply applicants with imple-
ments and machinery,

The HONORARY MINISTER: This reads
as it shouid rend. It confers power on the
merchants to make u  hire-purchase agree-
nient, . ’

How. J. NICHOLSON: I guite agree with
Mr. Flamerslev. The principal Act lins been
so lrequently amended that the amendwents
are hard tu follow. Under Seetion 9 the

person who has power to supply is the Col-

onial Treasurer. I move an amendient—-

That in line 1 the word ‘“board’’ bhe
struek out and the words “f prineipal Act'?
inserted in lieu,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I think another
view can be taken of this clavse. Certain
firms have reccived authority to supply ma-
chinery to certain purehasers, and L think
‘this is the pewer referred to.

Lon. J. W, KEIRWAN: This secins to me
to be an obvious crror in the drafting of the
Rill, and 1 trust the HMonorary Minister will
aecept the amendment. The word *fby’’ is
manifestly absurd and the amendment will
mnke the clanse gquite elenr,

Hon, ¥, HAMERSLEY: T am inelined to
think that we should insert the word “‘on??
instend of the word ‘*Dy,’’ beeausy thig
amending Bill will beeome 2 portion of the
origrinat Aet,

Hon, Sir B, I, WITTENOOM: I suggest
that the Honorary Minister refer the ques-
tion tn the Parliamentary Draftsman, and
hring it up again.

Hon. G. 1. G. W, Miles: Tt would he het-
ter to insert ‘‘on the Treasurer’’ than “"hy
tha principal Aet,”’

Amendment put and passed;
awmended agreed to.

the clause as

Mlanse HS-—Power to aequire debts of
settlers:
Hon. J. KIRWAN: In speaking on the

seeond reading T indicated an intention of
oppoging the passage of this elause, hut on
reconsideration T think it advisable fivst of
all to propose an amendment validating what
hag acfually been done, but preventing any
further purchase of debts without the matter
heing first brought before Parliament. Some
Thon. members consider—and T am not pre-
pared to say that their view is wrong—that
even what has been done should not be vali-
dated.  Such members could still vote ngainst
the elavse if my amendment were earried.
T now move an amendment-— :

That the words *‘‘may purchase and,”’
in line 1, he struck out.

Parliament has for same time been losing all
control of the finances. Again and again
moncy has heen apent withont Parliament
havirg an opportunity to do more than pro-
test against the expenditure. Kach yeav the
Fstimates eome hefore us ofter the greater
part of the money has bheen spent.  While
memhers of Parliament are eonstantly blamed
for the condition of the finances, they really

[COUNCIL.]

have uo control over them, This clause em-
bedies an entirely new and most objeetionable
departore—that the board’s powers should
be extended so as te permit of their acquir-
ing the debts of settlers. We have been pro-
testing for years past against the enormous
extension of the funetions of the board, The
tlanse reduces the Government of this eoun-
try almost to the position of pawnbrokers.
D¢ the board consider themselves Dbetter
judges of {ebts than suech firms as Harris,
Scartie & Co. and the Tnternational Harvester
Cu?  Are we to believe that the Government
andl the board are smarter financially than
these firms? Lf the thing is not stopped
now, ounce does not know where it may end,
My amendment will reduce the clause merely
te a validating clause, validating what has
actually heen done.

Hon, J. EWING: DLast night I asked a
very pertinent question regarding the profits
likely to be made out of ‘the purchase of the
debts.  Inm owmy opinion the Induostries Assiat-
ance Board are doing good work in pur-
ehasing the debis on hehalf of the farmners,
Rut it debts totalling £77,000 ave purchased
by the Government for £2§,500, will the in.
dividual tarmers get the full benefit of the
reduction?  The cexplanation given by the
Honorary Minister this aftermoon has not
satisficd wme.  Ts the iodividual farmer to
have the full benefit of the purchase? If so,
I will vote for the eclause. Mr. Greig has
said that' the individual farmer will have to
pay 20s. in the pound. If that is the inten-
tion, [ shall votc against the clause.

The CQHATRMAN: I will ask hon. mem-
bers to confine themselves to the amendnent
before the (‘ommittee,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment. means that purchases already
made will be ratifiel by Parliament but

that the Govermment shall not make a pnr-
chase of the debts offered by George Wills &
Co. 1t has been stated that the board’s
expenditure is ever increasing. The figures,
however, show the contrary, Qutstanding
advances on the 3lst Mareh, 1919, totalled
£1,209,000, T have every confidence that the
vesults of this senson’s harvest to the settlers
on the bLoard will reaeh one million pounds.
Tf that amount is realised, the bhalanee on
the #1st Mareh, 1920, will be £759,000—a
reduetion of something like onc-half in 12
manths.

Hom, 1.
estimate,
so far,

The HMONORARY MINISTER: T have
every confidence that the cstimate will be
realised.

The CHATRMAN: 1Is the Honorary Min-
ister speaking to the awmendment?

W. Kirwan: But that is a mere
The balance has not been reduced

The HONQRARY MINISTER: [ have
made a very conservative estimate. Tt rests

with the Chamber to say whether the Gov-
ernment shall purchase the debts offered by
Wills & Co. Tn reply to Mr. Ewing, as re-
garda the debts purchased from the Interna-
tional Harvester Company and Harris, Searfe
& Co.. no arrangement has been made for
the distribution among the settlers concerned
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wof any amount realised over nnd above the
cost to the Government. Regarding the pro-
posed purchase .from Wills & Co., it is pro-
posed to distribute among the settlers con-
tributing to the lability any profits over
and above such cost.

Hon. J. Ewing: Are you going to colleet
‘the whole of the debts from the farmers?

The FMONORARY MINISTER: 1f there
was any prospoct of collecting the whole of
the debts, the firms concerned would not sell
at such a reduetion.} However, these doals
are very good ones for the Govermment. We

were eareful to sce that we got good asscts. It.

probably suits Wills & Co. to make the sale
in order t0 avoid further liability and worry.
Whatever profit is made over and obove the
cost to the Government will go to the far-
mers,

Ion. J. Nicholson:

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
the understanding. Tf there is a prefit it
will he distributed amongst the farmers.

bon, .J. Nicholson: The taxpayer is the
party ontitled to it.

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: TIs not this the po-
gition? Wills & Co. have distributed machin-
ery amd goods to the valne of £77,000. Some
farmers are solvent, some went to the war
and have not returned; some lave abandoned
their farmy. Wills & Co. have offercd their
dehts for £22000. 1T presume the solvent
farmers will pay full value when they can.
The surplus is the preperty of the Govern-
ment, and why should the solvent farmers
participate in this Government denl? If
there is a loss, who, iy going te stand it¥? The
taxpayers of the country will have to stand
the racket. The storekeepers throughout the
agricultural areas have distributed stores to
the farmers to the value of about half a mil-
lion of money. If Wills & Co. romained the
possessors of the inachinery and goods, they
would have to wait until other Government
advanees had hecn satisfied before they could
get their money. They do not know how
long they will have to wait, and that is the
reagon they wish to get out. The Govern-
ment, by purchasing the machinery and
goods, will become preferential ereditors. Is
not that an injustice to the storekeepers®

Hon. J, NTCHOLSON: T agreec with Mr.
Holmes, The view of the Honorary Minister
that any profit on the deal will be distributer
amongst the tarmers is one of the most as-
tonnding propositions put forward by any
Governmont. One wounld think the Govern-
ment were a charitable institution for the
benefit of the farmers. [f a loss is made,
who is to bear it? The taxpayer. This is on
a par with the extraordinary maneuvres of
the Government as diselosed by the Auditor
General’s report. The Government received
£195,000, representing insurance depoaits
and used £190,000 of it for the ordinary
purposes of the State. Tf a profit is made
on this deal with Wills & Co., the Govern-
ment should handle it in a business way, As-
suming that in the case of abandoned farms
the Government put the machinery in good
order its value shonld be assessed, and it

By what right?
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should be gold tu another farmer at the as-
scssed value, Whatever profit there is should
be the profit of the (overnment for the bene-
fit of the country and not for the bene-
fit of oue s¢etion of the commumity. The
suggestion of the HMonorary Minister makes
me think the Government have become luna-
tie in their financial arrangements.

The Honorary Minister: The matter rests
with this Chamber.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The store-
keepers  stoodl by the farmers right
through the piece and were practie-
ally cut out by the moratorium, The

Government should state their attitude to-
wards the storekeepers, In wmy provinee,
there is nup to £10,000 standing on the books
of storekeepers, and it is only o small lo-
cality.  The Government have been ahso-
Intely ecallous towards the storckeepers. At
least three of them are tramping the coun-
try and, to use a sporting term, they have
not a ““hob.”” Thig is due to the attitnde
of the Government. Omne of these men las
between £3,000- and £4,000 standing on his
hooks, He has repeatedly appealed to the
Government for consideration and has
offered to take less than 30 per cent. for a
settlement. When we view the larger
amounts which have been paid, we find that
more than Gs. 8A. in the pound has been of-
fered. The small mer who have assisted
the farmers in the past should receive con-
sideration. While the TLudnstries Agsistance
Board deserve to be protected, we should
not overlook the men who earried the haby
in earlier years. The Minister should cer-
tainly give us an explanation of the position.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Clause 3 gives power to
acnuire the debts of storekecpers in common
with those of other creditors.

Heon. A. F. Panton: Can you get an assur-
ance that the Government will wuse that
nower?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: T feel sure they will
This shows where we are likely to land
when we start State trading concerns, The
Industries Assistance Board has resolved
itself into a State farming concern.

Hon, A, Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. .T. A. GREIG: To put the elanse in
plain language, the board want the power
to buy up half a million of storekeepers’
lebts. [F we are going in for State trading
and State farming

The Honorary Minister: Are you opposed
to the Industries Assistanee Act?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: No, it has been started
and we must continue jit. We must sce this
Roard through., The Government eannot al-
low those storckeepers to be ruined when the
moratorium is lifted,

Hon. A. Sanderson: When is it to be
lifted?

Ten, J, A, GRETG: At the ond of this
year,

on. Jd. J. MMolmes: Doca not this Bilt ve-
impose it on this partienlar seetion of the
comnumity ¢

Heon. 1. A, GREIG: T do net think it does,
T eannot ngree that that is the pesition.
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Hon, H. CARSON: This clause will make
the Government the first mortgagee, and it
will mean, as Mr. Hickey has pointed out,
that the stovekecpers who have been waiting
for years will have to wait still further.
T know that this Chamber desires to have
the Board done away with, but I hoPe that
the clause will be passed as printed® giving
the Board to power to take over thesc
debts. In common with Mr, Hickey I know
of a number of cases where small men and
others will he seriously affected. In one
place a wmerchant is owed something like
£5,000 by eclients of the board, and he is
prepared to take 53, in the £. It would be a
good proposi¥on for the board to take over
sich debts, and it would make it very much
cagier for the farmers of Western Aunstralia

to get away from the board and get away -

from their debts, The infercsts of the small
storckeepers should most certainly be con-
served, sosing that they have stood by the
farmers i years past.

Hou, 7. W. KIRWAN: When I proposed
my aincudisent T did not anticipate that
speeches would be made such as those by
members who have just spoken, and which
indicate clearly the necessity for such an
alteration in the clause, If we do not delete
the particulor words T propose to strike ont,
bad as the fnancinl position of the State
is new, the position will become considerably
worse, for the Government will be called
npon to take over the debts of all the farm-
ers, throughout Western Australin. More-
over, if this position ia allowed to eontinue
those who contraet debis will have a ten-
deney to be without any sense of responsi-
bility. The fact that debts couid be offered
for g low price would be nsed as an argument
for the Government to purchase them. There
is o powerful party behind the Government,
which party hns- done a great deal for the
farmers, with the additional advantage of
having a sympathetic Minister in charge of
that industry. The werk of that party and
the doings of that partienlar Minister de-
sorve to he watehed very closely, and, if we
give the unrestrieted power contained in this
clause, it will be a very seriouws thing for
Western Australia, and will make our finan.
vial position far worse.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T support the
amendment, Bvery ling of thig Bill really
raiges important questions dealt with in the
conrse of the discussion. The question of
the storekeepors sarved to arouse immediately
those people who say they are looking after
the small man, leaving the big man to look
after himself, The only sound position will
he to treat everyone, small and big alike, in
n reasonahle manner, although, at the same
time, T admit it may be diffienlt to carry that
principle out. There is no attempt on the
part of the Ministry or the Tndustries As-
sistance Board to do s0. The Minister is ont
to look after the farmers, and the hoard is
“ont to look after their section,

The Honorary Minister: [ am not in con-
trol of the Tndustrics Assistance Board; Par-
lizmnent is in control.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, A. BANDERSON: The Minister has
very considerable influence with his party,
and with the board. If we support this
measure, how is it going to affect the ques-
tion of the postponemcut of debts, and why
does this report on the Industries Assistance
Board say that about 50 per cent. of the
farmers who are on the board, and who
could be paid off, ask the hoard to keep
them ont Tt is simply in order to put
them in a good position. The Post-
ponement of Debts Act runs out at the end
of the year, and this report tells us that
the beard desires to impress upon the Min-

+ister the need for adopting a substitote, I

consider that this, and another clause in this
measure, simply constitute an attempt to
Jdeal with the postpomement of debts regard-
ing these creditors of the bhoard, It is a
most dangerons position we are drifting
into, I suppert the amendment, and hope
it will have some effect on the operations
of the Board.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY:
the Minister lhas not so
word to say on this
speeially invite him to do so because,
before I cast a vote on it, I desire
an assurance from him that it covers the
matters I have previously referred to. I am
prepared to support the clause il it means
that the Gavernment will give consideration
to the small traders.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Will the Minister
reply to tlie query I put to him as to the
distribution of the profits which might arise
from the sale of these articles?

The FONORARY MINISTER: In reply
to Mr, Hickcy I wonld say that the clansc
will give the Government power to purchase
the debts of the machinery-merchants, store-
keepers, or any other person.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Do you propose
to purchase the storckeepers’ debts?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: I am not
prepared te give an assurance that that will
be done. Where we purchase machinery we
have the assets there. T cannot give an as-
surance that other debts will be purehased.

Hon. .T. Hickey: Will you give them the
same aszistance that you are giving to the
other people?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I amnot
going to give any such assurance, I cannot
sny whether the hoard will agree to purchase
those debts, If they are a good proposition
and are likely to prove profitable, the hoard
may desire to purchase them. T have no de-
sire to mislead hon. members, With regard
to Mr. Nicholson’s query, the Government are
not very sirong on the point,

Hon, H, CARSON: T ask the Minister
how the purchasing of this machinery will
affect the third schedule of the principal
Act- where a full proportion of the returns
has to be paid in several directioms. Tt
seems to me that the machinery man will get
all the advantage and the others will be
shot ount unlesa there is some method of
adjusting the matter,

I @ sorry
far had any
elanse, and I
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The more I look
into this question the more satisfied I am
that the words should be struck out. The
whole of the traders of the eommunity have
supplied stores and merchandise to the
farmers. When the Government scheme is
satisfied, surely the whole of the traders arve
entitled to participate in any surplus there
may be, but if we give the Government power
to purchase all these debts what will be the
position? Tmmediately the Government pur-
chase one of the debts they hecome preferen-
tial ereditors and all the others will have to
stand off until this scheme is satisfied. 1f
these words are allowed to remain in T think
there will be a general stampede to the
Treasury.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: The storekeeper
who does a rotail business and who had lhis
liabilities to mect when the Act came into
foree was in n very bad position. He was
sceured in regard to his trade done during
the ycar the Act was in operation, but he
wag in a bad position with regard to the
debts he had incurred before the Act came
inte operation. During the operation of the
Act some of the storekeepers have done fairly
well on account of the payments from the
board, and as they became solvent they paid
off their liabilities to the bigger firms. So that
in every instanee the wholesaler has had an
advantage under the Act. I should say the
intention of the board is to deal mainly with
machinery, and, as the Minister states, there
will be some security for the advance made,
The Honorary Minister could easily relieve
the feelings of those whe are doubtful as to
what class ‘of debt it is intended to take over,
1 understand the intention of the board is
to deal in matters only in regard to which
they have absolute seeurity, Now there
appears to be a fear that the board may make
money out of the debis purchased, and there
is squabbling as to how the surplus is going
to be distributed. T confess T canuot under-
stand the Honorary Minister’s promise of o
dividend. T should say if the board are going
to take the risk, they have a perfect right
to enter into business deals to taoke over
liahilities from various firms, But consider-
ing that they take a risk T want to know
what right any particular individual dealing
with the board has, to any separate and dis-
finct advantage out of any deal the board
may make,

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: My, Millington does
not seem to realise that the Bill is asking
that the board may be permitted to make an
entirely new departure, The board without
the authority of Parliament, or the authority
of anyone so far as we know, took over
certain debts that involved an expenditure of
£85,000, Tt was an unconstitutional proceed-
ing that thizs House should not approve of,
but the amendment I have proposed will
simply sny that whilst we sanction the pro-
ceeding in respeet of the two partienlar debts,
at the same time we say that this ohjection-
able procedure cannot be allowed to take
place im the future, Hon. members have
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asked for an assurance from the Minister. I
would ask hon, members to take no notiee of
any assurance given by the Monorary Minis-
ter.

ITon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: I do not think the-
Honorary Minister is perfectly genuine iw
giving an assurance.

The Honorary Minister:
assurance,

Hon, .J. W. KIRWAN: Whether ho gives it
or not I would simply say that when the
Honorary Minister or any other Minister
gives an assurance it is perfectly genuine, {
am sure, but Ministers gre only creatures of
the day, and it is what is in the Act that we
should take into accownt and not promises
is to how the Aet may be administered. They
are asking for extraordinary powers to pur-
chase debts of farmers all over the country,
and we have no idea what it will involve ua
in. Thercfore any assurance given by Minis-
ters do not count. I trust the amendment
will be earried.

Amendinent put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. o1
Noes .. e .14

Majority against .

I have given no

AYES.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, J. Mills
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. .. Nicholson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. A, Sanderson
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon, G. W. Mlles
Hon, R. J. Lynn (Teller.)
NoEs.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. J. W. Hlickey
Hom, G. F. Baxter Hon. C. McKenzia
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, H. Millington
Hon. J, Cunningham Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. E. Rose
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H. Carson
{Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 15:

Hou. J. A, GREIG: T want to see the clause
defeated. This is practically the same clause
a8 was contained in the first amendinent of
the pringipal Aet.  On that oceasion this
Commiittee struck ovt the clawse. Onee since
then a  similar elanse was included in
another amending Bill, and was again thrown
out by this Committee. The clanse may im-
pose a hardship on these men who are making
good. Such settlers can go to stock firms
and bhuy sheep and eattle on a  three
months bill, If the clause is agreed to, the
stock purehased automatically becomaos tha
property of the board. It is a most danger-
gus provision. The settler should bhave some
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frecdom in transacting his own business
and showld not be subjeet te the pressnre
of the board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
hon, member was quite right in his re-

counting of the history of the ¢lanse, but
the conditions are now entirely different.
In the past the gettlers have enjoyed the
protection of the Postponcment of Dcbts
Act, which will ecase to exist on the ADth
ingt,, after which the free asscts of the
settler will be available to private credi-
tors. The e¢lause will protect the board
and the creditors alike, while it will not
impose any hardship on the settler. It is
well known that the stock firms will not
supply stock to Tndustries Assistance Board
gettlers, unless they have the protection of
the board. 1 move an amendment——
That after ‘‘applicant’’ in line 7 the
following be inserted:— ‘Provided that
the board in its diserction may allow the
whole or any portion of the proceeds of
the sale of pigs and poultry to he re-
tained by the settler.’’

Houn, M. STEWART : The board in [ts
report for 1917-18 shows that the scttlers
resented the proposition that they should
pay towards the settlement of their
aceounits with the board procecds from the
sule of pigs, poultey, cte.; and that the
hoard, in order to enforce that condition,
threatened that unless it was complicd
with the hoard’s advances would be re-
dueed or, if necessary, stopped altogether.
From this it is seen that the pesition put
up by Mr. Greig ia quite correet.  The
board could bring pressure to bear hy re-
dueing  or withholding advances. The
beard points out that it has been able to
give this very relief which the Minister
asks for, and that it has enabled the bourd
to save money in the payment of susten-
anee.

Hon, J. CORNETL: T move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That the words ‘‘in its diseretion
may’? be struek out and ‘‘shall?! din-
serted in lien thercof.

If this is carried T will move that after the

word ‘'poultry’’ there be inserted the
words  ‘fegps, milk, eream, butter and
chieese.’”  The Honorary Mimister claims

that those settlers who are in a tight posi-
tion should receive some consgideration, but
the c¢onsideration he proposcs to give is
that the hoard ‘‘in its discretion may?’’ do
certain things. Tn most instances the wife
of the farmer is not taken into acconnt
at all. If, however, the wife ean sell such
commodities as I have mentioned, and
agsist in making both cnds wmect on the
farm, this will be of greaut help to the
farmer and will also, in a sense, relicve
the board of ecortain responsibility. I do
not think the settler should have to go to
the board for permission to scll a pig, or
a fowl, or a few cggs.

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
the Committee will not agree to Mr.
Cornell’s amendment, The board can be
trusted to do the right thing, It is not
intended that permission should he given
to scttiers in gencral to dispose of a pound
of butter, a fowl, or a pig. A reliable man
wonld be given gencral permission to dis-
pose of these products, but there arc some
settlers upon whom the board have to keep
a tight rein,

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: Assistance
might be given by the board to thosc per-
sons who trade in only these partieular
lines. T must oppose the deletion of the
words, because it is wise that the board

“ghould retain this discretionary power.

Hon., A, SANDERSON : I sympathise
with the objeet of the hon. member but 1
think the diserction of the bheard is hound
to be geed, and I suggest that he should
lcave the matter alone.

Hon, J. CORNELL: T am ouly
actuated by one motive and that .is
to nssist  the wife of the settler.

It appears from the amendment of the
Honorary Minister that we have settlers whoe
nst not even sell a few ecggs without get-
ting permission from the board. If that was
not so there would be no need for his amend-
ment. Tt we can lighten the burden of the
wife of the settler in the manner 1 have sug-
gested, so mneh the hetter.

Hen. J. A. GRETGE: The clause itself savs
that the board shall allow the whole or any
portion of the procceds to he disposed of,
Imt. does not refer to the whole of the pro-
ceceds. The konrd can fix that portion which
they will allow a scttler to sell, A person
may go in for pigs and poultry, and pocket
the money without paying the board any-
thing. 1 sapport the amendment.

Amoendment on amendment put and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:—

Avyes .. .. . T
Noes . .. .. I3
Majority againgt .. 6
AYES.
Hon. H. Carson Hon. J. A, Greig
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Hicker
Hon. J, Cunningham Hon. C. McKenzic
Hon. J. Ewing (Tellor.)
Noks,
'Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. A. H. Panlon
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon, E, Rose
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, A, Sanderson
Har. J. Duffell Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, H. Stewnrt
Hon. J. W, Kirwan Hon. J. Milla
Hon. J. Nichalson (Teller.)
Amendiment  on amendment thus nega-
tived. .
Hen, J. CORNELL: T move an amend-

ment on the amendment—

That after the word ‘‘pouliry’’ there
be inserted ‘fdairy produce.’’
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I move tniz for the sole purpose of enabling
the wife of the settler to have a little more
to comne and go on.

Hon. f. A, GREIG: I support Mr. Cor-
nell’s amendment on the admendment. Re-
ceutly the Premier said in public that he
was prepared to allow the farmers’ wives to
keep cows and have the proceeds of those
cows, and nlso the proceeds of the fowls,
tor their own use.

The HONORARY
no need for the amendment,
poses will be done.

Amendiment on the amendment put
passed.

Amendment as amended put and passed.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I have again to ex-
press a <pubt which arose in my mind when
we were liseussing a similar clause to this
in the cloging hours of last session. 1 am
still inelined to belicve that movables under
this clause would ineclude furnitire, sewing
niachine, beds, and everything else of that
kind..

The HONOQRARY MINISTER: T cun as-
surc the hon. member that the clause does not
cover personal clfeets,

Hon. R. J. ILYNN: The Postponement of
Idebts Act is not to be ro-enacted this session,
'Fhat measurc was originally passed with the
oljject of giving relief from being sued to
every scction of the community. Buf when
its operation expires at the end of this year,
the only seetion remaining immune will he
the farmers on’ the Industrics Asgistance
Board. That scems hardly reasonable, be-
cauge many of those farmers owe consider-
able sums to local storekcepers, who can
be sued by the merchants atter the elose of
this year. On the other haund, those store-
keepers will not he able to sve debtors who
are on the Industrics Assistance Board, Tf
the farmer remains immune, the storekeeper
who is affeeted by the farmer’s immunity
ghonld aiss remain immune.  Will the In-
dusatries Assistance Board come to the as-
sistance of the storekeeper, who will other-
wise be foreed into liguidation?

Ton. A. BANDERSON: Iu support of
Mr. Lynn T wish to quote from the Indus-
tries Assistance Board’s report the follow-
ing, which refers to this very clause:— |

Postponenmient. of Dchs Act. This mea-
sure automatieally eeases at the end ot

Deeember uext. Having been introdueed

as a war measure, the wisdom of eontinu-

ing its operation is donbtful; but we wish
to imprigs wpon yon (the Minister) the
nced of adopting a substitute sith the
ohject of continuing to proteet Thoard
settlers against ountstanding  crediters’
claims, We have comsidered this matter
from its many aspeets, and desire to cm-
phasise that in our opinien the best inter-
ests of ail concerned—settlers, board, and
creditor-—can best he met by a provision
in the board’s Act making a charge in
favour of the board, subject to prior en-

MINISTER: There is
What it pro-

and

cunthrances, if any, upon all live stock,

machinery, cte.
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This is trom the report which I say ought
te have heen printed, 1 hold in my hand
the one typewritten copy which las becn
furnished to this House, 1 venture to say
that if copies of the report had been in the
hands of members generally, Clauvse 3 would
never have bheen passed. I wish to fortify
Mr. Lymn’s opinion by reference to this re-
port. 18 there any end to the rapacity of
the Industries Assistance Board? = Appar-
ently, the State is ‘“in’’ to sueh a terrific
extent, that unless the board gets special
proteetion the financinl loss to the country
will be more than we can stand, I hope
Clause 4 will be kuocked out altogether,

The TFIONORARY MINISTER:  Mr.
Lynn’s view of the clause is quite correct,
bEut the debts in  question are old debts,
When the Industries Assistance Board first
operated, they guaranteed the acecounts of
fuarmers at the local storekeepers; but cur-
rent accounts only, aud not old debts.

Hon., G. 4. G. W. Miles: You want the
storekeepers now to be prevented from suing
for the old debts?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: Yes. The
slorckeepers will bencfit, in. common with
other ereditors, nnder the distribution at the
cend of each finaneial year,

Clause as amended put and passed.
Glanses 5, b—agreed to,

New clause:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I move—

‘That the {ollowing new clause be added:
' A printed report and halance-sheet of the
operativus of the hoard shall be laid he-.
fore both Houses of Parliament, by the
Minister in charge of the Jdepartment, on
or before the thirtieth day of September, .
1920.77

In the amending Act of last year, at my in-
stigation, a new clausec was inserted that
the report and balance sheet of the opera-
tions of the hoard be laid before hoth
Houses ‘on or before the 30th September,
1919, This has been done.  According to
‘“Hangard’’ the then Colonial Sceretary, the
present leader of the House, stated on that
occasion—

I sympathise with the desire of the hon.
meinber to have these reporta printed ns
quickly as possible, and T have given an
undertaking that the present report shall
he printed.

That was last year’s report—

I have also infornmred hon. members that
it is the intention of the Government to
print all these reports in future.

This is not a matter of first class import-
ance, but it is one of those minor matters
of which we should take notice. When wo
rassed @ elause stating that the report and
kalance sheet. should be lail on the Table of
the Tlouse, we naturally assumed that it
would he printed.” T have no hesitation in
gaying that if this report had been printed
and placed in the hands of members, Clause
3 of this Bill would not have been passed
in ita present form.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Banderson ia quite correet in saying that
during the debate last year, I gave an as-
suraiice that the report would be printed and
that it wuas the intention of the Government
to hove all the other reports printed. T made
that statement with the authority of the
Government, and the matter was passed on
to the department. Sinee then there has been
a chango of Ministers, and I kad no idea
until last week that this report had not been
printed. I’ immediately brought the faet
under the notieec of the Minister in control
of the department and he expressed regret at
what had happened and gave immediate
instructions that the report be printed. It
is now in the printer’s hands. 1 regret it
wns not printed hefore.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: T wounld accept
that statement with a great deal more al-
acrity if the Minister’s colleague had not
told us the ofher day that the report was
not printed on tho score of cconomy.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is quite so. The department did not
print it beeavse, they thought it eeconomical
not to do so. Mad they not overlocked tho
agsurance which was given, the report would
have beeun printed.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Ilere is a depart-
ment dealing with two millions of money
and, if it is the opinion of the board that
their report should not he printed and put
into the hands of members, they ought not
to bo in charge of affairs.

Tha Minister for Eduoecation:
clause will make them do it.
Hon, J, J, HOLMES: T move—

That the new clavse be amended by
inserting befare ‘‘balance sheet’’ the
word ‘‘audited.’’

Your new

Hon. A. Sanderson:
that.

The MONORARY MINISTER: What I
stated was quite correect; the rcport was not
printed on the scorc of economy. I aceept
the new c¢lause and the amendment.

I quite agree with

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H, STEWART: The Honorary Min-
jater in furnishing the wveport next yecar
ghould hear in mind several things. "This
year’s report is interesting and valunble
and, if members had had an opportunity toe
reail it, there would have been mueh less ad-
verse criticism and debate and the printing
would have been fully warranted. The re-
port, however, is lacking in information given
last year. There was a tabulated statement
showing tho number of clients on the hoard
and classifying them as good, fair, donbtful
and bad. That is not given in this year’s
report. I hope it will be restored next year.
Tabulated statements of the results of dif.
ferent years, of the amount of capital in-
volved and the amounts advanced, the area
under crop and the haivest reapzd should
be given, These particulars would be help-
ful to members and would save time :n de-
bate.

[COUNOCIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: T should like to add
to the proposed new clause—*¢penalty
£100,"' The intention last year was that 4
printed report and balance sheet should be
leid on the Table of the House., Next year
we may find ourselves in a Bimilar position.
This is a deplorable state of affairs. It is
all very well for Ministers to attempt to
explain it away; the responsibility is theirs,
I am getting tired of passing clauses which
the Ministers drive over rough-shod or un-
ghod, or any way they like.

New clause as amended put and passed.

Title agreed to.
[The I'resident resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING,
1, Sand drift.
2, Approprintion,
3, Wyaleatehem-Mt, Marshall Raiiway.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—TRAFFIC,
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it no longer disagreed to
the amendment of the Council,

BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

DURATION.
Returned from the Assembly without

amendment,

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COM-
PANY, LTD. (PRIVATE).

Sceond Reading.
Resmmed from the 27th of November,

Hon. J. I. ALLEN (West) [10018]: Tt is
my intention to support this Bill, but at the
same time to point out a certain amendment
that T thick is desirable. This Bill is for
the purpese of granting to the Anglo-Per-
sign Ol Campany certain powers fo erect
storags tanks, bnildings, and other works
on the hills at the back of Fremantle and
to lay down certain pipes and condrits from
these premises nnder the streets of Freman-
tle to the T'remantle wharves and under the
wharves to conneet with the shipping, The
Bill in its present form provides that they
will have the power to erect, eonstruct, lay
down, establish, and fix all neceasary works
and do and perform all other acts and things
as may be thought necessary for storing,
supplying, and distribeting oil and liquid
fuel in or under any street, and so on, The
Bill provides for these works for the pur-
pose .of handling liquid fuel or oil, but we

“were given to understand when the measzure
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was introduced in another place, that it was
the intention of the company to handle only
erude oil for use in ships. As this was
the intention of the company and the Bill
in its present form confers powers to atore
and distribute oil of any character, I am
of opinion that the Bill as at present printed
ducs not provide proper protection for the
people living in the vicinity of those works,
or for premises adjacent thereto. Althongh
the plans for laying the mains in the streets
under the wharves, ete., have to be approved
by the respective Ministers contralling these
departments of public affairs, there is mo
provision in the Bill that the plans for stor-
age tanks shall be approved by anyome. As
there is an element of danger underlying the
establishment of n work of this magnitude,
1 think it is necessary that further protee-
tivn should be provided. I understand, how-
ever, that Mr. Panton, who is charge of the
Bill, has an amendment to the third proviso
of Clause 4, giving the Minister for Works
power to approve of the plans not only for
the rotieniaiion works bnt for the oil storage.
I think that if that is done, the Minister
will see that the buildings are so constrncted
that the pablic will have that protection
which T desive. T understand that Mr. Pan-
ton will move in that direction in Committes,
and if that is done, I will have pleasure in
supporting the seeond reading.

Hon. K. J. LYNN (West) [10.20]: T in-
tend to support the measure, because T real-
jse the necessity, if we are to have an up-te-
date pert iu this State, for the establishment
of an oil fuel depot. It is well known that
oit fuvel is lere to stay, and the percentage
of oil-driven boats of recent years is much
greater than during previous years. It is
certainly in the interests of the State, there-
fore, that we should have an oil depot at
our prineipal port. Members will realise
thas it oil-driven steamers are to come to
Australia, and we know that many companies
are building them, it is essential that TFre-
mantle ag the chief port of the State should
be maintained at a high standard of effi-
ciency, necessitating the provision of an oil
depot. I umderstand that the IFremantle
municipality took cxeeption to seme of the
elanses ga. originally intended. bot as a sel-
ect committee have gone into the matter,
secured evidence, and amended clauses ob-
jected to to proteet the interests of the peo-
ple, 1 have pleaswre in supporting the Bill.
There is one amall amendment which it is
proposed to move, and which will be of ad-
vantage.

(uestion put and passed.
Bill read a seecond time.
In Committee.

Hon, J. F. Allen in the Chair; Hon, A,
F. Panton in charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4—FPower to construet works:
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Hon, A, H. PANTON: I move an amend-
mente—

That after the word *‘or’’ in line two of
the last proviso to paragraph (b) the
words ‘‘construction of necessary works
and’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 17-—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

Read a third time and returned to the
Legislative Assembly.

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Legislative Aggembly
and read a first time,

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [10.33]: In
offering a few remorks on the second reading
of this Bill I desire to say that there is
only one portion of it that I intend to touch
upon, I am in total accord with the other
featnres and many of them are only minor
matters. The proposal set out in Clause 2
i3 to make enrolment for the Legislative As-
sembly compulsory. That is, the obligation
te enrol is to be solely on the clectors. Hon.
members will agree when I say that this is
a new departore and it is o matter that
could have been brought down earlier in the
session. I am aware that to-day a similar
provigien applies in the Commonwealth Elee-
toral Act. I am also aware that whercas
that provision has been in existence for over
nine years, the State Government have only
seen fit to move in the direction of applying
compulsery enrolment within the last few
days. There is no reference to this matter in
the Governor’s Speech to lead the electors
to believe that the present Parliament was
to be asked to pass soch a measure, T have
never agreed with compulsory enrolment un-
less it is aceompanied by its natural eorol-
lary, eompulsory voting. To eompel an elector
to envol and then not compel him to vote doea
not serve any particular useful function. At
the present time compulsory carolment is
confined to the Federal arena, but if we search
the reeords of the Commonwealth elections,
T venture to say that we will find that the
number of votes recorded since the introdue-
tion of compulsory enrolment is no greater
than the votes cast prior to the time when it
wag introduced. Therefore I eannot see the
utility of making enrolment compulsory un-
less we eompel an elector to cast his vote om
polling day. As one who has taken a eon-
siderable interest in the various eleatoral
systems throughout the world, I have yet to
find the country, where compulsory enrolinent
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is part of the law, which does not take on the
natural corollary of making it obligatory on
the part of the clector to east his vote. At
any rate he must present himself at the
polling booth where a record is kept of his
attendance, and he is liable to a penalty if
ke does not aftend. The elector, however, is
not pledged to vote, but he c¢an place his
unused ballot paper in the ballot box. The
leader of the House stated that one reason
for introdeeing the Bill was that the Com-
monwealth had donme so. But our Constitu-
tion in regard to the two Houses of the State
Parliament is totally different, whereas an
clector if e is compelled to enrol under the
Coimmonwealth law, automatically gets bhia
name on to the one roll and is entitled to
voto for both Houses of the legislature, The
Bill provides that the obligation shall be ecast
on the electors of the Assembly to seeure cn-
rolment, and they will be liable to a penalty
if they do not do so. But there is no attempt
to cast a similar obligation on the electors
for the Legislative Couneil. Tt has been
pointed out that owing to the difference in the
franchise of the two Chambers, an elector
would not know whether he was entitled to be
on the roll or not. That is not the elector’s
businegs. If every man has reason to assume

that his name should appear on the roll for,

the Counecil, it is equally right to say to him
that the obligation is cast upon him to render
a claim and, having rendered that elaim, il
then becomes the function of the authorities
to say whether or not he should be enrolled.
In Committee I intend to move that the same
oblipation be cast on the Legislative Council
elector as it is proposed to imposc en the
electors for the Assembly. If I can secure
the passage of that amendment, I shall be
prepared to vote for the clause, but I expect
very little actual resnlt from it. After all,
the important thing first of all may be to get
the elector on the roll, but the question of
paramount importance is that the clector
shonld go to the poll and record his vote.
Asa one who stands for Constitutional govern-
ment, the best safeguard for its continuity is
that whenever an election takes place all the
electors if poasible shall record their vofes.
Then the full force of the community is felt,
because an expression has been secured by
means of the ballot box. IXf that iz dome, T
ghall have no time for, and will give no
quarter to those who say that we are not
being governed by constitutional means. If
I cannot secure the passage of the amend.
ment, the lines of which I have indicated, T
will vote against the clause. ‘

Hon, H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[10.43]: In the past we have had experi-
ence of the diffienlty of getting people to
enrol, and when a right is conferred open
a eitizen it is the duty of that citizen to
see that his name is placed upom the roll,
rather than allow the State to have the
obligation and be compelled to underge the
expense of continually inducing that per-
gon to have his name placed on the roll.

 [COUNCIL.]

With reference to the arguments advanced
in faveur of compulsory voting, I do aut
say that that and the gquestion of compul-
sory enrclment arve inseparable. T would
not object to ecompulsory voting, but the
fact remaing that it is necessary, ns a Grst
step, to see that there is compulsory enroi-
ment. It is not out of place to consider
this measure, which brings uvs into con-
formity with the Fedoral law, and whilst
on this subject I would again draw atten-
tion to the importance of having mere uni-
formity in conncetion with the clectoral
laws. The averuge citizen is considerably
worried to-day. IIis name appears on the
municipal roll, the State Assembly roll, the
Legislative Council roll and on the ¥ederal
roll, and there is no donbt about it that
all this entails a good deal of worry in the
direction of sceing that his name is kept-
on all these rolla. The time must come
when a system will be in vogue whereby a
citizen will possess an eldetoral right set-
ting out hig elaim to vote in connection
with municipal, Statec or Federal eleetions,
Burely somec means could be devised under
which a man would be cnrolled and o re-
cord of his qualifications inscribed on his
electoral right, on which he would be on-
titled to vote. MHowever, that is & matter
for co-operation. There would be nothing
like the difficulty that is experienced to-
day. Also the electoral boundaries are a
constant source of irritation, and an at-
tempt should be made to secure uniformity
as far as possible, not only in regard to
enrolment, but also in regard to bound-
arica. The Bill proposes fto amend Section
188 of the Aect, which deals with the mak-
ing of wunirve statements. TUnder the
amendment it will be neccessary to prove
that the untrue statement was knowingly
and wilfully made. Even that will not do
away with the diffieulty. The ruling in
recent cases on the Eastern goldfields was

that if a man makes a false statement, it
i3 to be assumed that he @did it wilfully.
Many of the charges were worded, ‘Wil
fully making a falsc statement.”’ On the
prosecution should be placed the onus of
showing that the statement was wilfuily
made. It should not be asesumed that be-
cause a statement was false it was made
wilfully and kuowingly, The amendment
will not get over the diffienlty. Still, I
welecome it, for it will differentiate be-
tween the man who makes a false siate-
ment and the man who knowingly and
wilfully does se. The Bill will have a guod

effect; it will save a good deal of
expenditure to the FElectoral Department
and @2lso to the various political or-
ganisations. I will support the seeond
reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebateh—East—in reply)

[10.50]: In reply to Mr., Cornell, I may say
I Fegret that the Bill was not inLruduead
earlier; but the Houvse bas been sitting for
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“four months, during which aver 50 Bills

Lave been brought down, muny of them of

.great importance. The Bills have been
bhrought forward as quickly as possible and,
Both in this -House and in ancther place,
put through with all possible despateh.
The other points raised by the hon, mem-
her ean be dealt with in Committee. In
respect. of the amendment referred to by
Mr. Millington, under the Aet it a man is
proved to have made an untrne staterment
the vourt hag no option but to ‘niict a fine.
Tuder the amendment it will be for ihe
court to decide whether the uunirve state-
ment  was  made  knowingly and wil-
fully. T¥ the court decides that the state-
meut was made bona fide, the court will
not: be eompelled to conviet, as ab present.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

En Committee,

Hon. .J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Repeal of Scetion 38 and sub-
stitution of new section: -

Hon. 7. CORNELL: I move an amend-

ment—

CThat aftey ““the’’ in line 9 the words
““Gouneil or the’’ be inserted,

The ¢lause us it stands rvelates only to the
Assembly. I have alveady given rensons
why I think the electors for the Council
should come into line with those for the
Assembly.

The MINISTER FOR TEDUCATION: On
the second reading T cxplained thot
the intention was to substitute eow-
pulsery enrolment  for the clectoral ean-
vasg whieh iz now ecarried ont. No elee-
toral eanvass v attempted in conneetion
with the Council, The Couneil qualifiea-
tion is regarded as a privilege, and
if a man holling that qualifieation
ennnot look after himself, nobody locks after
hin; but.in respect of the Assembly clector
the praetice has been to make a house to house
canvass. The eases are not analogous at all,
T think it would be inadvisable to agree to
the amendment,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: 1 support the
wmendment. . We have compulsory enrolment
of clectors for the GCommonwealth Parliament
anil the Bill is for the purpose of providing
compulsory enrolment for the electors for the
Assembly,  Many of the Assembly electors
helieve they are qualifiel for enrolment ns
¢lectors for the Couucil. The amendment pro-
vides that there shall be compulsory enrvolment
for the Council, which would bring all threc
elnsses of electors into line, T£ we have eom-
pulsory enrolment for the Commonwealth Par-
linment and for the Assembly, but not for
the Council, it must result in a great deal of
confusion among the citizens. Mr, Cornell’s
amendment is within veason, for it aims at
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relieving the position. The FElectoral Depart-
ment should take the responsibility of decid-
ing whether claims for enrolment are cligible
or not. [f the amendment is carried it will
relieve the electors of a great amount of in-
convenience and uneasiness, [f we compel
reople to eurol for the Commonwealth, and
for the Legislntive Assembly, but not for the
Legistative Council, they arc bound to make
mistakes. it eannot be the desire of this
Chamber to make criminals of people, on
the ground that they have made 2 false
dgelaration throungh their confusion n this
matter, There are those persons who woulil
be very ready to take advantage of the iguor-
anee of others and te suit their own purposes
eudeavour to prove that ftalse deelarations
hatd been wmade. If we are to have compnl-
sory enrolment [ want to see it applied all
round.

[Hon. W. Kingsmill took the Chair.)

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: T favonr the iden
embodied in the amendment, but think it
might be confined to those persons who actu-
ally reside in the provinees. It is better that
the resident eleetor shonld be comgelled to
eurel rvather than that the present system
shouldd be continued. The onus should be
placed upon the Eleetoral Department of
determining who is entitled to be enrolled,
and whether a person’s elaim is valid or not.
Under the gystem proposed we shall have a
full rell for the Assembly but a continuance
of the present unsatisfactory state of affairs
so far as the Couneil is eoncerned. Where
franchise rights exist we should do onr utmost
to see that the people avail themselves of
them, otherwise there will be a greater dis-
parity thun ever between the volls for the
two Jlouses. The clanse itself is not man-
datery. T am afraikl there is a genoernl loss
of interest on the part of the eleetors in
Gouneil clections, and it would be a good
thing if some means eonld he devised wherchy
they were compelled to exercise their rights
as eitizens. I am particularly interested in
the resident elector, who should be compelled
to carry out his duty as it relates to the
Coungil just ns much as in the case of the
Assembly.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The leader of the
House stated that the franchise for the Legis-
lative Council was a privilege. Ts the fran-
chise for the Assembly a right or a privilege?
The clector for the Assembly beeomes an
clector for the Couneil when he amasses cer-
tain wealth and holds eertain property. He
is enmpelled to exereise his right in the ease
of the Assembly, but is not to be compelled
to excreise the right that has beemne his

in the ecase of the Couneil. It is an
extraordinary state of things. T vene
tnre to say that this will not Dbe the

last protest that is leard about the matter.
There will be a very vigorous protest in the
near future—a protest aimed more espee-
inlly at another plaee. The effeet of non-
enmpulsion of enrolment for the Legislative
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Council will be to eause people to neglect
getting on the roll; and thus this Chamber
will not be a true reflex of its eleectorate.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. 8
Noes .. 11
Majority against .. 3
AYES,
Hon. H. Carson Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, A. H. Panton
Hoan. J. Cunningham Hon, J. W. Hickey
Hon. €, McKenzie (Teller.)
Hon. H. Millington
Noes.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. E. Rose
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, A, Sanderson
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. R. J. Lyon Hon, A, Lovekin
Hon. G. W. Miles (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to T—agreed to.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read o third time and pased.

BILL—~WICKEPIN RACECOURSE.

Reeeived from the Assembly, and read a
first time,

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Dchate resumed from the previous sitting.

Hon. A, LOVERIN  (Mectropolitan)
[10.25]: T wmoved the adjournment of the
debate iu order that I might eonsult the
mayer and the town clerk of Perth regard.
ing the meisure, Having consnited the town
¢lerk, T find that there are no substantial ob-
Jections to the Bill, and at this late howvr
I propose to say nothing more on the second
reading, except that I resarve to myself the
right fo move, in Committee, a rednetion in
the maximum rate under Clanse 3,

Question put and passed.
Rill vead & second time.

TIn Committee.

Hon, W, Kingemill in the Chair; Hon. A,
H. Pauton in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 302:

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
meni—

That after the words ‘‘one shilling,’’ in
ling 2, there be inserted ‘‘and sixpence.”’

The jump from 1s. 64, to 23. Gd. is too great.
Two shillings will be sufficient, At the pres-
ent time, T think, money is not wanted in
any  municipality——certainly not in Perth.
There is no oecasion to give powers the eox-
ercise of which is not neccessary.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The proposed in-

" crease of 1s. does not mean necessarily that

the additional shilling will be impesed. I
trust the amendment will not be pressed.
There is no danger in allowing local authori-
ties to strile a certain rate if it is found
necessary. I doubt whether Perth is not in
need of money at the present time: the state
of Perth streets is lamentable, and the mayor
of Perth has said that the council are in
rether n fix beeause of their inability to
strike the necessary rates.

Amendment put and negatived.

Cianse put and passed.

(lanse’ G6—agreed to.

Clanse T—Amendment of Seetion 497; al-
Jotments shewn on plan not to he further
subdivided without consent of couneil:

Hon., A, H, PANTON: T move an amend-
ment—

That the sccond proviso to the eclause
be struek out, and the following inserted
in lien: ‘“The amendment made by this
seetion shall not apply in respect to any
portion of an allotwent wupen which a
Imijlding was erected beforc the commence-
ment of this Aet.’’

The proviso which my amendment proposes
to strike out is not very elear, and it is
thought better to insert that which the
amendment proposes to suhstitute.

Amendment {that the words proposed to
he struek out be struck out) put and passed.

Amendment (that the words proposed lo
be inserted he inscrted).

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
move an amendment on the amendment—

That in line 1 ‘fthe nmendment made
by'’ be struck out and “‘provided alse
that’’ be inserted in lien.

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed.

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION: T
move a further amendment on the amend-
ment—

That in line 1, ‘‘section’’ he struck ont
and ‘‘subgection’’ inserted in liew,
Awmendment on the amendment put and

passed.

Amendment as amended put and passed;
the clanse as mmended agreed to.

Clause S—agreed to,
Clavae* 9—Amendment of Section 109:
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I think the clause
should be deleted. At present a member of
a local authority ean exercise his proxy vote
within one month, but the clanse proposes to
rostriet it to a period after the noemination
of the condidate. In a country of great dis-
tances this is not practicable,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is absurd that a man should he allowed to
wvote for someone not yet nmominated. More-
over, the amendment is necessitated by ithe
previous clause; it becomes imperative that
the voter should know who the candidates
are.

Clause put and passed.
Title agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—CARNARVON ELECTRIC
LIGHT AND POWER.

Second Reading.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East). [11.40] in
moving the second reading said: The neces-
sity for thig short Bill is easily explained.
In 1814 the Carnarvon Municipal Council
granted to the Carnarvon Electric Light and
Power Co. a concession for the exclusive
right to supply electric light and power
within the limits of the municipality. The
company acquired land, erected buildings,
installed machinery; laid its mains and pro-
. ceeded to supply light and power according

to the terms of its concession. Two years
later, in 1916, the municipal ecouncil bought
out the company for £3,000. The couneil
has since carried on the business. I am not
in a position to say whether the couneil gave
too much for the concern, but I know it
frequently happens that when a concession is
given in this way and the loeal anthority
subsequently steps in and aequires the con-
eesgion, the local authority finds itself with
a concern somewhat over-capitalised. In
this case the council borrowed the necessary
£3,000 and levied the maximum rate for the
payment of interest and sinking fund. In
accordance with the provisions of the Muni.
cipal Corporations Aect, it i3 neeessary for
the couneil to impose such a rate as will
produce suflicient moncy to pay interest and
sinking fund after taking into aecount the
profits earned by the undertaking. Conse-
quently, when the undertaking earns interest
ard sinking fund, there i3 no obligation to
impose a rate. In this instance, that does
not appear to be the ease. After imnosing
the rafe permitted under the Aet, the Car-
narvon Counecil find that, although the uvn-
dertaking will pay interest, it will not pay
sinking fund, The purpose of the Bill is to
enahie the municipality to impose a lightine
rate in ordar that this deficiency may be made
good. Clause 2 rafifies the purchase of the
undertaking and the raising of the Joan.
Clause 3 exempts this sum of £3,000 from
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-inelusion in arriving at the amount the muni-

cipality is entitled to borrow under the
Municipal Corporations Act. Clause 4 per-
mits of the striking of a special lighting
rate of 13, 6d. in the pound to pay interest
and sinking fond, but the following eclause
stipulates that, if there is an excess, it shall
be e¢redited to the next year, This wounld
mean that,"in the following year, a reduced
rate would be struek. The effect of this
mensure will be that the corporation will be
able at ence to strike o lighting rate of
1s, 6d. in the pound and, when the time ar-
rives that ihe concern more nearly pays its
way than at present and the profits are anffi-
cient to meet interest and portion of the
sinking fund, the lighting-rate will be gradn-
ally reduced and the anthorities hope that
tn time it will be entirely eliminated. The
Bill is brought forward at the request of
the Carnarven munigipality and it is obyi-
ously unecessary that the counecil, having en-
tered. in to this venture, should have means
to finanee it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.
Question put and passed,
Bill read o second time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—NORTHAMPTON MECHANICS’
INSTITUTE.

Second Reading,

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION
{(Hon. H. P. Colebateh—Bast) [11.47]: This
is a simple little Bill in regard to which
there ean be no room for difference of
opinion, The institute and the land on which
it stands were vested in trustegs inany
years ago. Some of the trnstees have died
andl the building is now neglected and is
rapidly fslling into a state of worse and
worso disrepair. I understand that twe
trustees only are feft. One is anzirus that
the property shall be handed over to the
loeal authority and the other, for some
reagon which I have not been able to ascer-
tain, is not prepared to agree to this. Con-
sequently, there iz no onc ta look after the
place or exercise anthority over it. A largely
signed petition of residents of the distriet
has been received by the Government, asking
that the property be vested in the road
board. There can be no question that it is
very much better to vest such property in
a permanent local authority than in trostees,
some of whom may leave the district and all
of whom must, in the natural covrse of
avents, pass away. The object of the Bill
is to discharge the present trustees from
their trust and vest the property in the road
board. The road board would then assume
possession of the property and repair the
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building &nd no doubt make the best pos-
gible use of it. I move—

That the Bill bsa now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

Ir Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate; reported withont smendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-—SHIPPING AND PILOTAGE
CONSOLIDATION ORDINANCE
AMENDMENT.

Seeond Reading,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [11.50] i
moving the second reading said: Thig is a
short meagsure but a necessary one. It is
intended to amend the Act to alter and
extend the provisions of the Shipping and
Pilotage  Consolidation  Ordinance, 1885.
The necessity for this Bill arises from
the fact that under that Aet the maximum
amount chargeable for the pilotage of a
vessel is £12. The need for it arises parti-
cularly in the case of the port of Wyndham.
Wyndham is gituated on a dangerons coast,
and pilotage iz sometimes necessary over
distances of from 20 to 30 miles. The cost
of puch serviees is in excess of the maximum
amount that can be charged under the Act
8y it stands, and without this amending Bill
it would be necessary for the serviees to be
carricd on at a loss, which is undesirable.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time. .

In Committee, étc
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 11.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers,
QUESTIOV‘—AGENT GE‘\TERAL
SECRETARY,
Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: Will the

Government eomply with the requirements
of Section 44, Subsection (3), of the Public
Service Act, "and furnish Parliament with
the reasons for nof approving' the.recom-
mendation of the Public Service Commis-
sioner, and for requiring a further recom-
mendation in the matter of the appoint-
ment. of the Secretary to the Agent Gen-
eral and Immigration Officer ?

The PREMIER replied: The require-
ments of Section 44, Subsection (3) have
already been complied with, the file con-
taining the reasons for mnot approving of
the recommendation of the Public Service
Commissioner having been laid upon the
Table of the Housc on the 1l4th October,
1919.

QUT‘STTO\’—TF‘REDO ATTACES, TESTS
OF SPECIFIC.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: Will he lay on the Table of the
House, before the close of. the session, the
engincer’s report on the tests made of Mr.
W. H. Haddy’s spceific for the preserva-
tion of timher from the attack of teredof

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes, I have the report hers and will lay
it on the Table now.



